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sit a spell

It's dAifficult to believe but this year marks the
beginning of our third season of Mill Creek. We want
You to know how much we appreciate all the encour-
agement and support we've received from our readers.
We're hoping to expand Mill Creek into a video for-
mat in the pear future. I have heard about Wilson's
Cave all my 1life, but have never actually seen it
for myself. I suspect this is true for most of you
also. With a video camera perhaps we can allow those
who wish to visit some of the history our area has
to offer. Be watching!

Between thias issue and the next our country will
be -celebrating what 1 consider to be the nearest
thing to a holiday honoring heritage. Officially it
is called Memorjal Day but I always knew it as Deco-
ration Day. It is a time set aside to recognize and
remember those who made the ultimate sacrifice in
the service of this country, but it has become cus=-
tomary over the years to also use the opportunity to
remember loved ones who have gone on to take their
place among our heritage.

Debby and I have made it a practice to place a
flower on the grave of each of our direct ancestors.
Since both of us are 6th generation Miller Countians
it takes two days to accomplish. We have to wisit 11
cemeteries in Miller County and 2 in Camden County.
There are those who think what we do is foolish. Af-
ter all. why waste a holiday and a day off from work
just to run around old cemeteries? We do this to
honor our ancestors but also to make certain  they
aren't forgotten. It may be true that I never knew
that person, but the grandparents I did know knew
them and undoubtedly they ware an important part of
my grandparents' lives.

One of the saddest sights I've ever known is to
gEge ‘a bare, undecorated grave on Memorial Day. This
indicates one of three things: (1) that particular
Family line has died out. (2) that particular family
line has moved out of the area. (3) that particular
family line has forgotten their heritage. I alvays
hope it isn't the third reason.

Another sad indication of how "heritage poor" we
are today is the fact that few of our younger gener-
ations are aware of where thelr ancestors are buried
Many can't even tell you where their grandparents
rest: let alone earlier ancestors. Cne reason for
this i=s the transient and mobile society of today-
People used to live in the same area they grew up in
but now "home” doesn't attract them anymore. hAnd be-
cause they saldom return "homea®™ they rarely wisit
the gravesites of thelr ancestors. Soon the ties to
the past are forgotten - and so are they who once
lived in them.

It's time to' teach the children:. folks.
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Please find
check for 350 for
Preservation Fund. Feep me
informed of your progress.
My family i8 buried in the
cemetery and I remember Sena-
tor Ted Hawkine speaking a
Memorial Day service there.

Morgan Poge
F¥LT] SW Laurel Road
HYTishara, OF 97123

enclaosed a
the Gotk

"Mill Creek"

Enclosed (for $1B) is a
check to pay for one year's
subscription to your magazine

Please send to the address
below. Thanks!

Betty Sue Strasser

6 Faragut Court

Tonawanda, RY 14150
Dear Greg and Debby.

I picked up a copy of Mill
Creek magazine and couldn't
put 1t down umtil I read it
from "cover to cover". I es-
pecially enjoyed the barn
cleaning article. Could just
see that happening. Anyway 1
just wanted to let you know
how much T enjoyed the whole
magazine. Hope there will be
MOEE .

Jung Ahgrt

. #1 Box 104C

Tuscumbla, M) G502
We're aune doing the beat we
can to heep MiLL Creek up and

munning, e, —ﬁ;zg
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from the mailbox

Hi: Greg,
Thomas Winfrey wvas ordained

a Baptist minister in Feh. of
1837. Several things led me
to believe he was in Kentucky
at that time. I know the name
of the church wvas Ht. Zion.
In your issue of Mill Cresk
(avtumn 1991, page 31) you
mention a Mt. Zion Church.
Perhaps I've been researching
the wrong state for Thomas®
church record. Did Miller
County'es Mt. Zion Church ex-
ist in 1R37? Could you find
out for me? Thanks.

Mick Winfrey

7794 Wil dwood Lann

Hanbwer PMark, [L GORO3D
Mt Zion Chriatian Chunch of
Midlen ounty, wad cagan-
i;td in (887, M. Zion ap-
tiat Chunch of Cole County,
M0 ia an ewven mone aecent
cungnagﬂtiun, inating ﬂnf#
scnce /976, Nelthea uf thede
then aae Fiﬂudﬂﬁie g4 the
chureh you aeeh, ne posai-
ﬁiiLty yet aexcata fﬂn Miaapu-
e howevea, Mick. In noxthean
Pudaski Count L4 o cnm:thy
called ME. Egun. Sinee the
Winfnty Fumiiy aettled in
aouthean Millex Euuuip thla
woudd Jm;initﬂff ftﬂ goun Ldo-
cality neguiaementa. [t (a
unknown to me if a chunch ex-
tated there. [f nod, thia (a
an unwaveld name fuu g Ceme-
ten alone. Cemeteniea not
ﬂf cdiated with a chunch
nunnuiig began aa a fﬁmifg

lot and would bean the name

of that family on land-vwnes
@ the cemeteny'a Location.
Tmy contacting the ﬂ;neqiup{-
cal Jociet ﬂf Pulaaki Count

P.0. Box 226, Crochen, Hﬁ

65452, -Gneg



LETTERS
FROM
STUDENTS

1 attended Barton School
for eight years. My teachers
were Ruth Watt Thomas (we
called her "Miss Ruth" ), Hary
Swofford, and Layard Cross.
Mr. Cross was a blg man with
vary broad shoulders. I was
afraid of him. He wasn't mean
or anything like that I guess
his size scared me.

My brothers and sister and
I walked ¢to school through
the woods - which was the
shortest way, a 1little more
than a mile. The names of my
Brothercs and sister werse
Daisy and Doral and Donnie.
My youngest sister, Deleie,
started to school after 1 had
already graduated. If the
cregk was up ofF the snow Ltoo
deep then we had to walk on
the road, making 1t a lot
By road, school was

three miles from

farther.
over

house.

We usually went

my

wiell
DOLUL
to school
of cousinsg.

with B ome
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Dean .
Lois,
children of my

Iven, Irene, Grace,
and Doral James Yorao
uncle and aunt
Everett and Tilda Shelton
witt. We would all meet out-
gide the Mt. Onion Church and
walk to school from there. We
never wereg in too big a hurry
to get to school. We were
more interested in playing
than anything else. I remem-
ber finding wild grapes and
making wmy brother, Donnie.
climb the tree to pick them
for us. Once my cousin Irene
gnt mad at me for soms reason
that I no longer recall. She
took my lunch pail away from

me and sat on it., squashing
it Flak. 1 wazs so upset be-
cause it was brand new and my
mather, Parthena., had Just
given it to me. I got in a
iot of trouble over that
gguashed lunch pail.

Part of the time we went
to school with uncle John and
aunt Clara's kids. (John and
Clara Reinmhart Luttrell. ] The
names of these cousins were
Basil. Lois, Eh].I'IE]'.I and

Gary. They lived just on the
other side of the Mt. Union



LETTERS
FROM
STUDENTS

Church and we would meet them
at their house and walk to
school from there. We usually
got there right in the middle
of thelr breakfast and I can
remember aunt Clara hurrying
here and hurrying there Ery-
ing to get them all ready to
go to school.

When the creek was up and
wve didn't have time to walk
gll the way around the road

to school, my father, Fred ver and then go back and get
Witt., would put a halter or some more until we were all
rope on our horse and give us on the other side. Sometimes
a ride across the creek. Dad Dad and 014 Toby went all the
would lead 014 Toby through way to school with us. Other
the woods while the younger times they turned back home
ones rode on his back. The after getting us across the
rest of us followed or led creek.

the way. I still can almoat One year Dad went off to
hear the clemp, clomp of 014 work in JIowa. While he was
Tob¥'s hooves on the path and gone we had to take carm of
gee Dad's hands lifting me on the Farm. I was the oldest
his back for the ride. At the and Mom would get me wup at
cregk we crossed over two or four in the morning to start
three at a time on 014 Toby. the milking. We sold milk and
Dad would take a few of us o= all those cows had to be hand

milked. I carried a kerosene
lamp to the barn to milk hby.
There was a lot of ¥work to be
done bhefore we even went to
school. Mom kept me home some
days just so I could help her
out. I was so happy when Dad
came home.
fBorsie Wite Huddleston
Rt. M [Box 284
Brumley, M0 65017
Rarton School, 1938-45

[6]



LETTERS
FROR
STUDENTS

I began school in the year
1928 at Jeffries School near
Raiser. My first grade teach-
er was Lucian Mace. My sBC-
ond grade teacher was Ethel
Loving. My third grade teach-
er was Mable Calkin. My
fourth grade teacher was
Louie Ritter. My fifth grade
teacher was Sylvia Ramaey.
My sixth grade teacher wvas
Garland Gott. 1 had Lucian
Mace again 1n seventh grade.

I remember the very big
old heating stove in the cen=
ter of the schoolroom.

The only punishment 1 got
in school was when the teach-
2r slapped me vhen I wouldn't
talk. The teacher thought I
knew how to tell him how I'd
worked a problem in arithme-
tic. In reality T probably
just lucked out and didn't
know how I got the right an-
BWEer. He thought I was just
being stubborn.

EVlzabeth Maher Dunstan

Bt. #5 Bod 115

Eldam, M0 650748
19278-34

Jeffries Schoal.
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I was
attended Jeffries Schoaol

when I
and
50 1 recall very little about
it. Lucian Mace was my teach-
er. 1 was probably too small
to cause too much trouble he-
cCduse I don't remember ever
being punished.

My best friende in school
were Lee Mace, Floyd DeGraf-
fenreid, Lloyd Degraffenreid.
and Lowin Dinwiddie.

By €. Mahar

1899 Grean VYalley Road
Suildun, CA 98585
Jeffrins School,

very young

1933-34

At the ocenter of
lication you will find the
guestionnaire that provides
b with basic Information re-
garding the school or schools
vou attended. We more than
welcome yvour school memories.
Simply complete the form and
remove it by stralghtening
the staples that Fasten lt to
your copy of Mill Creek. Once
the questionnaire 1= removed
bend the staples back into
place. Fold the completed
form on Ehe dotted line,
stamp 1t: then drop it in the
mail- It's that casy!

this pub-



UPON THIS ROCK

a history of
Brumley Christian Church

He bore the name of a king ices in a samall, busy town
of Israel, and like that man cdlled Brumley. Full of ener-
"after God's own heart" David gy, but still virtually un-
Conner felt the hand of God tested behind the pulpit, Da-
early in his life. His was a vid contacted Elder Jackson
falrly normal and routine Thompson, an older, more sx-
childhood for the day, the perienced spiritual statesman
entirety of it spent locally.! to assist him in conducting

Pavid grew from childhood the gospel meetings. Thompson
in a religious household, agreed.
learning to be sensitive to David arranged the use of
his spiritual nature. In the new town hall and posted
1883, at 26 years of age: he announcements of the upcoming
tcok hls place among the secrvices.? The meetings began
shepherds and was ordained a on Saturday evening, 5 Octo-
minister of the gospel. Want- ber, 1883, featuring young
ing to waste no time he =set David Conner. By arrangement
his hand immediately unto the Bro. Thompson would join them
work of the Lard. on Monday, 7 October. Unfore-

Among the first of his sgen clircumstances dalayed
tasks was a series of serv- his arrival. however, keeping

1 David W. Conner wis bern 13 April, 1857 in the Blue Springs/fagnell area (FrankTin Tosnship
Hiller County, Missourt), the &th child of Malter and Aey McComb Commer. Ouring the Clvil War
& personal vendetta By southern sympathizers agalmst the Commer Family in general convinced
Halter the safety of his family was jeopardized. They moved to Camden County to escape the
ralds and murdor that had already claimed 3 Conner més. David grew up near Freedom, Bis par-
ents are buried there.

Z David s oldest brother, Johm L. Commer; wis a physician residing at Brumley with a chriving
practice. Unfoubtedly 1t was he moit fngtronental im attracting David to Brumiey. Aﬁgar:
supportive of his younger bBrother we can atjune John asifsted David wherever npsded, thrigh
wi art uncerfaln to the actual extent of hiz  Tnvalvement fn the series of meatings ment ioned
fn the text.

[8]



him away until the following

Sunday - BElince there was no
telephone or radio or tele-
vision from which to gather

news surely he must have wor-
ried, wondering if David was
up to the extra pressure and
demand caused by his absence.

Thompson pulled his team
into Brumley on the l13th a-

midst an air of excitement
that enveloped the entire
toawn. Instead of the failed

meeting he had envisioned he
found quite the opposite. Al-
ready there had been 13 copn-
fessions of Faith and 9 had
been baptized. Large crowds,
increasing in number every
day., were flocking to hear
the songes and sermons offered
by the young preacher. Jack=
san Thompson entered the town
hall of Brumley that evening
with hi=s Bible in hiz hand.
adding wisdom of age to the
young man's youth and vigor.

The two ministers combined
their talents. continuing
services for nearly a weak
longer. Persuading. teaching,
exhorting, pleading, even at
times chastising, Jackson and
Pavid nearly brought the com-
munity to a halt as together
they presented the gospel
each evening. The meeting was
definitely the news of the
day., but all good things muset
end and this would be no ex-
ception.

Scheduled services ceased
on Thursday. 17 October, 1883
by mutual consent. There had
been 5 more confessions of
faith and 9 more had been
baptized. An additional 6 be-
lievers had crossed over from
other denominations o em-
brace the gospel preached by
the two men.

The final day was
to a close, yet many in
tendance were reluctant

coming
at-
to

[2]

A Great Work had
a Mighty Presence
felt; and no one wanted it ko
stop. Some suggested extend-
ing the meeting. David Conner
had another alternative.

*Build a church. Here in

Brumley."

The idea
plausible,

see it end.
been done,

certainly seemed
all the axcltement
and fervor of the past two
veeks only making it all the
more s80. Surely the need was
there. The large numbers of
people who came each night
had proven that. Encourage-
ment. and support from the
community was easily evident.
Perhape this young preacher
vas right.

They talked for guite some
time;, carefully weighing the
prospects. [t was decided to
organize a church. Those de-
siring to join this new con-
gregation were invited to
step forward. One by one they
filed from the audience to
the front of the building.
Forty-two stood together and
entered into covenant that
day. Brumley Christian Church
Wwas born.

There were several steps
necessary to get and keep the
fledgling flock unified and
growing. Leadership was pro-
vided by an elected church
board. One of the firast ac-
tions taken by the new church
was the appointment of a pas-
tor. Young David Conner., who
had just capturad thelr
hearta with his impressive
services, was the unanimous
choice. He was approached and
presented with the offer,
gladly and willingly accept=-
ing the position.

The congregation
ley quickly expanded under
his guidance. Soon the need
for a building was quite evi-
dent. A slite wae located and

at Brum-




the land procured. The new
church house would be built
atop the hill near the town
hall, providing & spectacular
view of the Mill Creek valley
with the Glaize hills march-
ing away in the distance to
the southwest.

The frame structure so0n
began to rise, a sacred bea-
con to all who wandered in
darkness. It was completed at
some point in early 1B84 and
its doors opened for worship.
A belfry above the front en-
try pealed it's rich call a-
cross the ridges and hollows,
inviting all to come. The
tone could be heard for miles
since there was no sound of
machine or hum of highway to
compete against.

The glory of a new church
building was dampened some-
what by the loss of a pastor.
In June of 1884, David Conner
was involved in another ge-
ries of meetings, this time
in Eldon.3 With a new church
house to worship in and a
vigorously growing congrega-
tion to fil11 it, David was
satigfied Brumley Christian
Church was stable and secure
enough to survive without him
His work here was done. The
Lord called elsewhere.?

Despite what some may have

thought, the church didn't
collapse when David Conner
left. An indication that 1t

was built nokt
Upon a belief,

upon a man but
a persuasion,

a faith. Men and pastors came
and went through the ages,
each contributing their part.,
each Iimportant in their own
way: yet after they were gone
the church remained. Brumley
Christian Church thrived in
the years after David Conner.
Membership was 120 by 1889.
One of the greatest accom-
plishments of any church is
the ecalling Forth of one of
their own into: the ministry.,
for it is in this manner that
the church is perpetuated.
This happened early 1{n the
history of the Christian
Church at Brumley. James C.
Thompson was ordained a min-
ister there in April. 1888,
and he entered the work with
great zeal and vigor. By his
own account, wwhen he finally
rested from his labor,; he had
personally baptized over ten
thousand persons. James C.
Thompson served for 16 years
in the capacity of pastor at

Brumley, but the harvest
fields in which he tolled
reached far beyond that area
to encompaas all of Miller
County and much of central
Missourf.

Church membership was a

gerious commitment. Deacons,
elders. and officers were
charged with the duty of hold
ing members to an exemplary
lifestyle. Those who fell
short of this scrutiny wvere
dealt with publicly and harsh
1y.. The earliest record of

3 This congregation became the Eldom Christian Charch.

The scenarin described that brought

the Brumley church into existence was repeated at Eldon to produce similar reavlts there.

4 The anly cles soggesting David Conner may have pastorsd Tonger 15 the funera)l of Malieda
Robinett who died 18 February, 1BBT, Thote services were conducted By him, AFtar arganization
of the church his name 13 never mentioned agatn, except in this single entry. Though he soeos
to have disappeared from here, he i foumd elsewhere. After Teaving Brumley be was 3 driving
force in the Central Missourl Christisn Co-operative. & lesgue of assoctation of churches.



JARES C. THOWPSON
Enown affecticnately as "Preacher Jim®,
Rev. Thospson provided a source of
stability durimg the church's
early formative years as
me guided his flock into the new contury.
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discipline occurred 13 Feh.
1BBE aa follows:
“After preaching the Elders

after some talk and explana-=
tion Recommend the church
withdraw fellowship from Bro.
Lararus Phillips, Sis. Manda
Christian, Paradine Workman,
and Elwina Phillips - These
tiving and having lived saome
time In disorder and no evi-
dence aof repentance having
yet appeared - The Church
consent to above and fellav-
ship 1is withdrawn as above
recommended.”

Discipline oocurred for
many and varlous reasons.
Some, sensing reproach from
the church., went ahead and
saved them the trouble, as
this entry dated 2 June, 1890
showst

“The oafficers FRecomed - that
Fellowship be withdrawn £rom
Bro. William Pepmiller at his
own reguest for profanity."®

The most celebrated case of
church discipline happened 2
August, 190] when Bertha Win-
nop Plemmons endured a court
of inguiry by officers from
churches at Brumley, Freedom;
and Hickory Point. These men
examined evidence and testi-
mony brought against her con-
=erning charges of unminis-
terial conduct. When an en-
tire afterncon of proceedings
vere completed the church

clerk, J. M. Hawkins. record-
ed the follewing:

After Hearing the Evidence in
the mattaer They glve the fol-
lowing werdict August 2, 1301
"We your committy conclude
that the Evidence was not
geufficient to coanvict the de-
fendant.™

To the Church at Brumley

Eld. A. Beaar chairman

The board of investigation
wias comprised of Henry Lamb,
A. Bear, Herrod Williams (all
of Hickory Point) Robert D.
Fudge (Freedom), and H. D.
Rutter (Brumley).?%

The incident became a
source of hard feelings and
apparently wasn't forgotten
by elther party. ©On 12 Octo-
bar, 1901, Carroll and Bertha
Plesmons reguested both thelir
names be  stricken from the
church roll.®

Many events and occasions
have marked the passage of
time at Brumley Christian
Church. Perhaps the saddest,
as well as most unusual, o¢-
curred on 12 November, 1916,
The day began like any other

Sunday had for the previous
thirty vyears as members and
worshippers gathered at the
church for regqular Sunday

servleces. The morning breoeze
carried a brisk reminder that
0ld Man Winter wasn't far a-
way as people hurried through
the front door to escape it's
bite. Greetings and pleasant-

E NiTTiem Minnop. Bertha’s father, gave Gp his fe2t on the court to Mr. Aubtter becasse of his

mdarstandahle conflict of inferest.

£ Church recardt affer & unigue. more personal Ynsight Inte 4 community than do gavernmental

roecords.

Throirph thiem ws fan zes many gspects of Vife in the pagt, nobt only of ‘Tadividuniz

but af entire areat. Jesns Martin Haskins served many yesrs a4 church clerk and he made nots
of many events arcund Brumley. & notation weitten @ February. TRS0 resds “church closed belng
a groat (deal) of sichniss known as La grippe In the commnity™. We call it Inflednza today.

[12]



(ahoved Fdward Carroll and Bertha Minnop Plessons .
nesTyweds of only #ight months,
worp pabroiled in the most celebrated case of church discipline
at frumiey: A board of Investigation was formed of
afficers from Brumley. Freedam, and Hickery foint to examing
pvidence and hear testimony of charges againmit Bertha.

(Below) An active momber of the Brumley Christiam Church.
Bertha, sunday school secretary inm 1899, was exonerated of tha
charges brought agafnst mer of unminlsterial conduct in 1901.

ROLL OF OFFICERS. !89 ‘]

"
I
'|'l:lll.'l|.'|||||-|lllu
=i ..

}..;’l.".. ] E’ J LA dedn f-"ﬂ-r.qh““ﬂ!““!_ |’l il'lil" Pl }‘.I S !
"G.T C-:ljll--"".l-l.lllu:uL i‘.l" I.F'J'fll"'iﬂ

b fif{'; rf Becretary. b'l‘_f_f!”flfli.'rllfﬂ.
?MM{ VRS I Toaniaer, (I I 1 WY
Libearian. | '
Chorister.
Orgunist. | | l

o’z’@frr#?“r"—m 5 IR 8 O
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wWare
the

exchanged

to
it's
ACross

warmly
church began
The bell rang.
clear ecall echoing
town, filtering beyond the
buildings and escaping Iinteo
the countryside. Children
filed into the church, faces
reddened by the exertion of
their play and the chaffing
of the late autumn wind.
Hymns wers sung. Prayers were
of ferad. The Good Book was
opened and read.

Far away another Book was
opened. A Father: read the
list contained within. It was
time to call ane of His chil-
dren Home. He spoke.

At that moment, In Brumley
Christian Church amidst the
worship service, Julia Martin
Hawkinse collapsed. Her hus-
band, James, reached dovn to
assist her. Others rushed to
her side. Immediate medical
attention was available from
Dr. John Conner who happened
to be in attendance, but Jul-
ia didn't linger. The angels
had come for her and she must
go. Julia Martin Hawkins died
there in church in the arms
of her husband.

On 1 October:. 1933, Ehe
church gathered in strength
to celebrate it's 50th anni=-
versary, a Golden Jubilee.
The first pastor, David W.
Conner, returned and brought
the sermon that morning.
James Thompson presented a
special program entitled *The
Church And Memories*. Days of
old were recalled and brought
back to life once more. The
forty-two who first stood in
covenant were remembered. Of
that original group only two
remained. Names of the faith-
ful were read aloud: Cynthia
and Zebedes Spearman,. Nancy
Martin, Uncle Maston Wornell,
Mr. and Mrs. H.C. Jackson, J-

ries
while
Fill.

[14]

W. Lupardus, Hiram Robinett.
Oon and on the list read, each
contribution immeasurable but
not overlooked on this day of
memories. It was the passing
of the torch, one genecatian
passing the care of the
church on to another.

The day of memories soon
became A memory itself.
Enough generations had passed
that the "old ones" wvere no
longer persons, just names in
& book of records. Familiar
forms that once filled the
peve were slowly forgotten as
time passed by. Brumley
Christian Church continued,
it's history not unlike other
congregations yet unigue unto

iteelfl. There were prosper=
ous years, lean years, great
revivals, periods of falling

away, days of religious fire,
days of guiet apathy. But the
church still stood.

The building that had been
raised in 1884 remained vir-
tually the same until 1969,
In that year the interior was
refurbished. A new drop cell-
ing was installed. The wood-
work and walls received a new
coat of paint. The original
wood floors were sanded and

refinished. Carpet was laid
aroond the pulpit area and
the length of the aisleway.

Improvements continued in the
year 1974 when the walls wore

covered with paneling. new
cushione and coverings for
the pews were bought. colored
windows were installied., and a
small storage building was
purchased.

After several years of

pacrt-time and short-term min-
isters one of their own con-
gregation stepped Eorward to
become pastor. Carroll Jef-
fries suddenly ignited the
church and membership once a-
gain was on the rise. His o-



pen and honest manner appeal-
ed to many, his roll-up-your-
BEleaves-and-get-to-work atti-
tude led the way. In 1976,
under his tenure as pastor, a
modest addition was built on
to the back of the original
structure. His death in 1980
left not only a church but an
entire community in sadness.
On 22 September, 1991, the
building that had sprung from
a thirteen-day meeting in
1883 came down. new genera-
tion now had and differ-
ent needs, needs that could
no longer be served by a
structure 107 years old.?

A
new

A new building now takes
shape on the hill that over-
looks Mill Creek valley, bhe-
coming as familiar to future
generations as the original
was to those past. A new
house of worship shall beckon
ACross the hills of the
Glaize, an honor te the memo-
ry of <+Lhoge forty-two who
stood and united that autumn
of 1883. 1t, too, is raised
in the Eame Faith that
brought them all together so
many years ago to bring into
existence the Brumley Chris-
tian Church.

T At Ehe time of 1t'§ destruct bon
to 1t°s age were the 100 year-old
that had fallen bétwoen the Flaar
11y imagine =
affering plate o pags by a century ago.

this bullding was arguably the oldeszt in Brumley. Testament
iunday scheel reécords
and wa'll, Tecging in a small cavity of a beam. One can eas-
siywird of fering escaping from Ehe

foumd In the attic amd am 1879 penny

grasp of a child that was walting Far tha

Hestled among majestic oaks, this house of wership was used For 107 YRaArs.
First bnown as the Church of Chreigt at Brumley the congregation thers has long teen 8l ied
the Brunley Cheistian Church,
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THE ORIGINAL
FORTY-TWO
MEMBERS
OF THE
BRUMLEY
CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

Organized as the
Church of Christ
At Brumiey
the chureh roll
imdbcates the
method of
membarshipy by
Relatian,
Deedlonce,
Letter, aF
from various
other denoninations
{in this-case the
daptist Church at
Brumley and
the Method|st
Church at Ulman}.
The chiprFch Fecorids
clognly manltar
the Felationship af
gach Tmaividual
with the ehureh,
Entries fmclude
Luch phrases A%
*moved of f and
dropsd®
*digmigyad®,
“peg luded®,
*lectered put®.
Those who renalned
a lifetime
bear the honor
=died 1n the falth®.
Isaac Bobimett
(#78 of the original
membharship roll)
has this notation
birgide his name,

"Hane ta Ehe Haptiats®,
perhaps condidered the

wltimate tndignity.
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The new congregation at Brumley takes & more parmangnt posture with the
scguiresent of gproperty and plans for a church bullding.
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. . building a church house

AN EXAMINATION OF THE CHURCH HOUSE RATISED IW 18BY REVEALS
THE BUILDING TECHNIQUES USED INM THE LATE 19TH CENTURY FOR
RURAL MISS5DUR! COMSTRUCTION - AN INTERESTING COMBINATION OF
POST-AND-BEAM ALONG WITH STUD FRAMING. THE PROCESS OF EVOLU-
TION TO TODAY'S MODERN BOX FRAMING 15 QUITE EVIDENT AS METAL
NAILS AND WOODEN PEGS SHARE THE DUTY AS FASTENERS. [T wouLD
BE THIS DEPENDENCE 'UPON THE RELATIVELY NEW TECHNOLOGY OF METAL
FASTENERS THAT WOULD EVENTUALLY CAUSE THE DESIGN TD FAIL - BUT

HOT BEYOND REPAIR.

(1) To ACCOMMODATE SLOPE AND CREATE A SOUND. LEVEL
BASE TWO LAYERS OF FIELDSTONE WERE CULTURED AND
SET. EACH STONE MEASURED ROuUGHLY 14" % 36".

(2) WHITE 0AX TIMBER WAS CUT TO SI1ZE AND TRIMMED BY
AXE TO B" x 8" DIMENSIONS. LAP JOINTS AT CORMERS
AND EXTENSIONS WERE SOLIDIFIED BY WOODEN PEGS TO
HOLD THEM SECURELY TOGETHER. THE BEAM WAS NOTCHED
FOR STUDS AND JOISTS BY AXE THEN SIMPLY RESTED UPON
THE FIELDSTONE FOUNDATION.

{3) Woopen PEGS: WEARLY 14" IN DIAMETER. WERE DRIVEN
THROUGH HOLES MADE BY A HAND AUGER TO SECURE THE
JOINTS IMN THE BEAM FRAMING.

(%) FLoor JOISTS WERE FULL 2" X 4" MILLED DAX LUMBER
SET ON 24" CENTERS.

{5) WALL STUDS WERE FuLL 2" % 4" MILLED DAK LUMBER
SET oN 1B" CENTERS.

(DETAIL) EnD VIEW SHOWS HOW THE WALL STUDS WERE CUT AT
AN ANGLE TO ALLOW FOR MAILING TO THE OAX BeEam. FoRr
STRENGTH: EVERY THIRD STUD WAS CUT FLUSH TO STAND
SOLIDLY ATOP THE BEAM AND SECURED BY TOE-MAILING (SEE
ILLUSTRATION). AS THE BUILDING AGED AND SEASON AFTER
SEASON BROUGHT THE WEIGHT OF WINTER SNOWS THOSE WALL
STUDS CUT ON ANGLES BEGAN TO SLIDE FORWARD AND DOWN-
WARD IN THEIR SEATS. IT WAS THIS CAUSE MORE THAN ANY
OTHER WHICH CONTRIBUTED TO THE CONDITIONS THAT BROUGHT
ABOUT THE DESTRUCTION OF THE BUlLDING IN 1991.

[19]



Floe 3 Soforst Blane!. |

DISCOVERED
ONLY HOURS BEFORE DESTRUCTION OF THE ORIGINAL BUTLDING,
{aboyal 1a the attic were 100 yeEar old sunday gehoal records. TE i8 unknown whiem
a supday tchool was organfzed at Brumley Chrlstiam Church. Though this may well
have been the Firpst day of sunday school theeg, 10 15 apparent that an organiia-
tion or preparation had already occurred by the mantion of am alredady appointed
supsrintendant and pstahlished classes. Regardinsia, this 15 the earliest sunday
schoal eptry available,
(right) When siding was remaved to examing the bullTding construction & pemny wal
found. The rubblng (enldrged) clearly shows Ehe date of the coln - 1879,
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1#91. "Roll of namex belonging to Brumley Christian Sunday School®.
ATT emarly records indicate this was the year o Sunday fchool was SEArtcd.

[21]




CIHRISTIAN BIBLE LESSONS.

FEEDING THE FIVE THOUSAND.—MaRx 6:30-44.
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CHRISTIAN

THE GREATEST REVIVAL IN THE HISTORY OF THE BRUMLEY
CHURCH OCCURRED 26 Seet. - 18 Oct.. 1930 wHEN

LS PERSONS WERE ADDED TO THE CHURCH ROLL.
1830 ¥Youth Class af fArumipy Christian Church to be baptired

[abowe | Mesbhard af the
feid Martin, Elvia Thormtom, Ruth Sullivan, Margaret Pennington,

e t0 Feo Front row
Eleno Macre, Beber Hawkins, Loren Hollinsworth
middle Fow: Jim Dickson, Frmal Stites. Chise DeVore, Glee Plesmons,

Boonie Jean Mckson, Sherrel Mall
pollie Plesmons, Susie Wreight, Carl Plesmons, Denvil Swenchart. George Withers

Back rowm:
fnext pAge. bOp MAT1Y EBreek haptt®ing
it center: Bev, L. L. Roberts haptizing Chloe Pesberton

1.7 Clen Mace, Errmit Steen, Susie Wright,

§ 17 Derober, 1930,

thmse 1o water awaiting baptism, from r. f0

pold Martin, Margaret Pennington, Reber Hawkins, Elvia Thornton. Carl Plessons.
fenvil Seenchart, Cdith Markle luddleston. Golphrey Hoddleston

mllie Plesmons,. Tucker Jelfries
: Ermm Thornton, Russel]l MCClaskey .

rad Fepm vied By Fey. BEoberts

futh Sullivan. Loren (el insworth

battom) 12 Octobir. 1930. Candidates rec wing n
5 MT11 Crefpk near where State Highw e i - - 1

thase haptised 18 October, 1010 by Bey Pispsn et neluded the Fallowlng

ponnie Jean Dickson, J. R. Mickton, Otho Harmon, Dale Williass. Ralph Markle,
Ehorre] Wall, Loaie Bobinctt, John Stesn, Gles Plemmons, Drmal Stites, Laird Smith,

Chiloe DeYore. Fern DeVore, De. M. D. DMckson. MNo photogrsph of that sorvice was
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DAVID W. CONNER
JAMES C. THOMPSON
THOMAS M. WILSON
JAMES C. THOMPSON
5. 0. BURKS

JAMES €. THOMPSON
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AONALD MULLENS

LARRY YOUNG
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J. L. FREEMAN
J. L+ FREEMAN
CLIFTON MC COY
EARL STARKEY
FHILLIP WOODWORTH
L. E. EVANS
LEE TODD
JOHMNY JOSLIN
LARRY YOUMNG
JAMES DAVIS
PAUL BUSCHMANN
SAM CRANDELL
JIMMY KRUSE
BRUCE SHEED
GENE EDWARDS
DAVID LESLIE
CLIFF HAZARD
AREG JOHNSON
HOWARD MURRAY

* This meeting resulted in 84 gdditions to the church.

** This mesting wat the Tongest Im church history. Tasting three weeks and two days (27

total comsecutive days).

sed The g‘FH.T.l‘It redival oveEr AT El"l.l.m'lﬂ"' Chrittian Church. Forty-flie were addmid to the h:l'll,
17 by baptism snd 13 by relation or Tetter.
ing have vivid memories of the pnthusiasm and religious fire that swapt through the com-
munity. The follpwing are nccounts of the M1l Cresk baptizings on §2 Dotoher. 1074,

Several of those baptized during this mest-

MEMORTES OF THAT DAY

Ruth Sullivan Thormsberry recalls her mother waiting on the bank with a big smile, holding

o towel and & quilt to wrap hor §n.

She was haptized in her Bth grade graduation dres:.

Reber Mawkins rememtors some of the boys changing clothes in a nearby barn. As they wilked
inside, Eermit Steen (who was directly in front of Bsher) stepped om & corn cob that rolled
gut from under hiz fest. Eermit, stushling about: and desperately trying to keep from falling

down, muttered “dameit to hell".
yent while Eermit juit grins.

[26]

feber $t111 pets mich detight recalling this particular o-




BEH Lnnt ngs . .

[right ! Dawid W. Conner,
First pastor of the Brumiey Christian Chirch,
wis the person most instrusental
in 18'% creation.
This photogriph was takssn when
Koy, Comner returned to Brumley far the
Btk anniversary services in 1013,

':'.-l"-'ﬂ-n-:' The Med ftructurs resists tha
effarts of the demolition crew. With Eha
iuppert of one entire wall gone 1t contimues

o stand Tn detiance. but o no avail,

By the pnd of the day 12 §5 anly & seeary,

. « .« and Endfngs




PIONEER MEMORIES

the diary of
James Harvey Vernon

PART 7 - CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS [SSUE

At the time my Grandfather filed as ©belonging to each
Jeremiah Verpnon moved Lo Mis- owner by certain marks on
gouri the state was not very their ears made when the ani-
thickly populated. Miller mals were small by cutting a
County had not yet become a place out of the ear. It was
county. There were only a called "upper bit in the left
fFew families in what s now ear” or "lower bhit 1in the
Miller County. Very 1little right",: etc.l
1and was in cultivation. They Mot only the domestic anil-
used plows made of wood and mals roamed the hills but
pulled by oxen to cCultivate wild animals as well. There
the soil. wvere lots of deer, boar, pan-

The crops were mostly corn thers and lynx, bobcaks and
and some wheat, cotton, &nd wolves. There were lots of
fiax. The flax and cotton wild turkeys and prairie
wvare used to make their chickens and wild animals for
clothes. Almost every family meat to eat.
had a spinning wheel and a Hoth Grandfather Yernon
loom to make ecloth for thelr and Grandfather Hende rson
clathes. They used wool to iived Iin log houses. Modern
make the heavy clothes: Ehey caonveniesnces such ags we have
uaed hand cards to card it now were not even heard of
and they knitted all their then.
hose and gloves. When Grandfather Vernon's

There was a blacksmith children were about grown in
shop at Mt. Pleasant where the year 1850, he left Grand-
supplies could be made for mother and the children, some
farm implements. of them married, and went to

All stock, hogs and sheep. the goldfields, or =started.
ran at large and were identi- He never lived to get there.

1 Wil am Henderson, Sr. parsark is a crop and split in the right sar and one swallow Tork
{n the left snd directs the same to be entered of record this 15th July, 1854.% Book of Marks
ghd Arands, M1101er County, Miszourl. Apparently Jeremiah Yermon newer reglafored the fdentl-
fying mark he used to distinguish his Tivestock from otheri.

[28]
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He died on the plains. News
had come that there was lots
of gold in California and
lots of felks went in wagon
trains, wagons drawn by oxen,
not very many roads, no
bridges across streams made
traveling very slovw. In mak-
ing preparation to go he made
a new wagon box and made a
cover for the wagon.

He took sick and died and
was buried on the plains in
eastern California. He had
Bright's Disease. His compan-

ions, Jimmy Taylor and Tandy
Moore and a Mr. Long, made a
coffin out of his new wagon

box and buried him beside the
trail. He was about 45 vears
old. It was a long time be-
fore Grandmother and the Fam-
ily heard he was dead. News
traveled slow in those days.

Grandmother lived on the
old home place {(vhere Olean
is now) for several years,
then she moved to a 1little
farm near ME. Herman Church.

A Baptist (frame house)
church had been built there

by this time, before that
there was a church just north
east of vhere Eldom is, now
called HME. Vernon Church and
that {is where all the wold
settlers attended church.?

Grandmother had a stroke
of paralysis at Mt. Herman
Church. They took her home
and she lived only a few days
They buried her at Ehe Allen
Cemetery. Most of the family
were members of the Baptist
Church and lived respectable
lives.

My father's name was Wil-
burn Vernon. He was born 21
December, 1827.7 He spent all
his boyhood days on his fa-
ther's farm, the farm he had
homesteaded where ©Olean is
now.

The house and stables were
made of 1logse and all the
cooking was done on an open
fireplace. Iron kettles were

used for boiling and bread
vas baked in dutech ovens made
of iron.

Father never Look any

trips away from the home

¢ Ong could say the ME. Yernon Church was & branch from the oVdest congregation fn this area,
the United Baptist Church of Christ at Gilgal ncar Bagnell. The reason for the hreak away was
nat religious di fferences but mersly the great distances required by some to attend. Dhenezer
¥Yermon, G1lgal's first treadurer and brother to Jeremiah. was most instrumental in the or=
ganization of the new church near Eldon. A11 that remaing of this once vitrant assembly 15 a
gmattering of broken stores In @ small, overgrown, forgotten cemetery. Ebenpzer Vernon rocts
somewhers among thes.

i Family legend suggests that Wilburn Vernon was the first white child born in the territory
Ehat would tater become MilTer County. Though sssuredly ameng the Firdt, Wilburn's birth was
precaded nine manths when WilTiam and Sarsh Mulkey M1ler brooght & son fnte this world noar
present=day Spring Garden on 71 March, [827. They named thelr son Pinkmey and to him gener-
411y Talls the homnor of first white Birth. An argument [which this editor supperts) can be
made for young Thomas West. Beyond doubt the First white settlers to the territory of M1)0er
County was MiT1Vam Mest and his unkpown wife in 1807 near St. Elfzabeth. They stayed anly &
matter of four years, moving o in IBE] and Yeaving hardly anything krewn of Ehem until 120
years later, Arcarding to Gerard Schultz's Wistory of Wi)ler Cownty, in 1930 a large, flat
stone was uncoversd by farm machinery east of 5t. Elizabeth. The poculiar find was clearsd
and the discoverers startled to Find 4 tombstone marking the grave af an infant child named
Thomas West who died the very year his parents left this ares,

[29]
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THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF JEREMIAH YERNON

"I Seremiah Veanon uf the fUHnEy of Millen and Jtate of Mia-
dounl being in penfect mind and memon thanks be given to Gad
calling in niu&ﬁ the moatadity of my iud and Anowing that (t
ta appointed fon all men to die, dv make and vadain thia my
laat will and teatament that (a4 to say paincipally and finral
of all I give and bequeath fto Betay Fgunun my deaaly beloved
wife fadll after my juat debts ia paid my land and stoch of
every hind all my farming utenaila  and houshold and hitchen
gunﬂiﬂutﬂ togethen with all moveahle effects thet nemain Said
ctaey Veanon (a4 to have and to hold il of my eatate duning
hen Life time oa widowhood, but ot hen maaniage vn deceade Lf
to be equally divided between hen Said Betay Veanan and my
children, my Widl ia that ail my Aciaa Should Shean equad,
whereaa JSeven U; my Children fove maraied and have received
Eighty Dollans that will be deducted out of theae pant of my
eatate. [ will give theae namesa whieh have Received that a-
meunt. Polly Jtanding WNaney long Wilbuxn Veanon Sally Hen-
deraon f&ﬂaijy Simmona ﬁtﬂﬁ Rowak Rebecea Jtanding. ﬁun:y
Long have died Jince and left an hein To Wit Many Fane [ will
hen one dollas = Signed Sealed Fuéiiiﬁtﬁ FﬂuﬂﬂuﬂﬂtJ and de-
claned by the Same ?tncmﬂnﬁ Vernon aa hia laat will and testn-
ment in the presence of ua who in his presence of esch othes
have heseto Iféa:ni&eJ pun namea thia F0tA day of Apail (850"
John Brochkman
John £. Brochkman

Preparation for the journey wedt to the goldfields included this will written 1n April, 1850,
an ominous, yet konest, view of the dangerous trip that lay ahead. Jereniah and his compine
fons Teft Mi1ler County shortly thereafter tn fedrch of fortune and glory in Calliforaias. By
flecenber the terrible rumors of Ais death om the trall were proven true. On the 16th of that
manth the Brockmans sppesred bofare the County Court of Millar Cownty snd stgned affidavies
eonflirming thelir witness to the signing of his will. With the final wishes of Jeremiah Yernan
eipcutad accordingly, his File wat reécorded and case closed an 3 Aprll. [B81. Jeremiah Yornom
i plonser citizen of Miller County, W{es In & Tong forgotten and urmarked grave |n eastern
Callifornia.
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country. He hunted a lot and
would tan the hides of ani-
mals. Some of the skins were
used to make shoes for the
family.

Wild deer were so plenti-
ful in those days that father
often would get up in the
night to drive them away to
kKeep them from destroying the
CLOPS.

My mother's name was Sarah
Susan Henderson, daughter of

William Henderson. She was
born in Tennesses, 5 May,
1828. When she was ten years

old she came with her parents

to Missour! and settled on
the Little Saline Cresk.
Grandfather homesteaded a

tract of land and lived there
for many years. Grandmother
died there and was buried
near Eldon at the Salem Cemp-
tery.

My father and mother were
married in the year 1846.
They lived Ffor avwhile at
Grandfather Vernon's, then
father homesteaded A0 acres
of land where Eldon 1is now.
He built a house close to
vhere the Wacks Dairy Barn is
now. The house was made of
logs used Jjust as they were
cut with the ax, the ends not
stralghtened up. They called
them kerf ends. The logs were
dubbed with mud to keep out
the cold.

My sister, Mary Eliza, and
brother, William Jeremiah,
were born before they moved
to this place and I was= born
a while after they moved to
where Eldon is now on 13 June
1853.

When T was about a year
old, father sold that farm to
Captain Billy Miller for $200
Mr. Miller was called captain
because he drilied men to
prepare for a fight or war if
trouble with the Indians oc-

[33]

curced.
Father then bought forty
acres of land Jjust esast of

MEt. Pleasant. There was a one
room log house on 1t. We
lived there for about a Year
and my brother Isaac was bhorn

there. Mother said I was not
pleased about the npew baby
and she found me with the

hatchet and was going to kill
it,

In the fall of 1855 was my
garliest remembrances. T can
remember Father hauling in
pumpkins and rolling them
down a board into the yard
out of the ox-cart. The cart
¥as a tvo-wheeled wvehicle,
the kind that was used almost
altogether in those days and
dlways drawn by oxen. Up un-
til after that ¢time we had
never owned a horse. Two ox-
2n were fastened together
with a vyoke across their
necks with lecops for thelr
heads to go through and thay
were trained to be guided by
talking to them. They didn't
use lines as are used for
horses. Gee meant turn to the

right and Haw meant turn to
the left.

Father traded that forty
acres of land for 300 acres
about & miles farther north
on Brush Creek. traded oven.
He moved down there because

the deer were more plentiful.
There was a2 log house on |t
and a smokehousze.

Then Father traded twenty
acres for a horse and bought
another one and then we had a
team of horses, the first |
can remember. But we worked
oxen a lot after that, espe-
cially about the plowing.

Before this time we alwvays
drove an oX-team to attend
church at Yernon Church, near
where Eldon is now. Tt was a-
bout six miles and we had to



start by sunrise to get there
in time. We had no clocks and
we counted time by the sun or
*3 hours by sun", etc. We
rode to church in a cart and
sometimes it would be pretty
crowded. I remember one time
Brother Billy fell out and
gave us all a good scare, but
he wasn't hurt much.

We lived in that place a-
bout 5 years and s=old a part
of the farm with the house to
Joe Morrison and built a new
house up on the road, moved
them in about 1861. I helped
to hew the logs for the house
and we made an improvement o-
ver the old house although it
was made of logs, too. It was
while we lived at this place
that Father told me to take 2
pigs out and kill them. The
sow had died. T felt so sorry
for the pigs that I took them
into the woods and hid thaem
and would slip out milk for
them and roasting ears. Theay
grew to be big hogs and Fa-
ther sold them.

Lots of interesting things
happened before we moved to
this place. Adaline, Eliza-
beth, and Lydia were horn be-
fore we moved up on tha road.

I remember when 1 was a-
bout 12 years old we children
had gathered a large pile of
walnuts and we were so proud
of them. ne morning we saw
a4 bunch of hogs gathered a-
cound the walnuts. We wanted
to chase them avay buk Father
recognized the hags as some
of our own that had strayed
and he had given up for lost
50 we had to keep quiet while
they were headed off and
driven into the lot.

Another +thing T remember
was hating the geese my moth-
er had. She had a 1lot of
geese and was so0 proud of
them. She was making pillows
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and feather beds with the
feathers she picked from
them. Once when one came too
close ko where T was feeding
the cows I hit it on the head
with an ear of corn. It just
toppled over dead. 1 was so
scared I ran and hid it under
some leaves in a fence corner
and went into supper. 1T feilt
too bad to eat and kKept
thinking about that goose. So
a8 soon as it wag dark I
glipped out intending to car-
ry it so far away that no one
would ever know what became
of it. When 1 ecame to the
pile of leaves where it was
hidden I began to dig down
and as soon as I touched it
it began to "Squake! Squake!"
and ran away. Oh., what a
acare,; but wvhat a relisf!

My first school was at
Scab Town where Mt. Herman
School is now. 1 was only 5
years old the firat term
which lasted only about three
moanths. The teacher was Joe
Russell. He gave me a whip-
ping the first day for pull-
lng Tom Henderson's ecar.

The schooclhouse was made

of logs and had split logs
for seats and had 1legs on
them but no backs. They had

puncheon floors. The only
light we had was where a log
had been 1left out along one

side of the room. and right
under this place was the
Wwriting desik. The house was
heated with a fireplace with
a chimney made of wood. The
building had only one door.
The only book we had ko start
with was the old blue-back
spelling book. Every puapll
had to study out loud and did
for several years after 1
started to school. Then lat-
ar when a teacher came to
teach and had us to study to
ourselves it . caused guite an




argument among the parents. was a boy. Qur literature was

Some thought gquiet study the Bible and we had pam-
wouldn't do.? phlets, too, with good moral

A Sunday School was organ- reading. We only got a few
lzed at Scab Town and Father and different kinds g0 we
was put in as superintendent would read them and take them
and that is when he learned back and exchange for others
to read. He had never had an 50 everyone could read all of
opportunity to ledrn when he them.

i It once wos & cosmon practice for schoolmasters o (mstruct a17 thelr pupils &0 perform
thelr dtudied orally. Each child sat at thelr seat and would read thelir Yessons alowd. Some
would be daing aritheetic tables. others spelling, wafile yot others would be reading. Differ=
ent grade lpwels, all alowd, 297 &t the game timel Those were knowe 2t "blab tehoa]s™, quite
understandably. The concept of this teaching method was the yse of tha necassary mental funcs
tiens required to perfors The work. The wocaliration of thought served the purpate of rPelh-
forcing the Yesson belng Tearned. “Quiet study", a3 Mr. Vernon so aptiy describes, was First
viowod as Torslign. Teachers tupporting 2nd ;'r.lhlrr'.rl'] thiz nrw practice wore Tooked upsn &%

tlackers and Vagy., whwilling to teach the ehlildren properly.

NEXT ISSUE:

the
Civil War
comes
to
Miller County
through
the actual
memories
of

James
Harvey
VYernon
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CAN YOU IDENTIFY ANYONE IN THIS PHOTOGRAPH?

This photograph was found abandoned in an Eldon residence.
It is very possible this is the interior
of a former Eldon business.

submltted by: Baywomd ond Linds Tobby
115 West Ird Street
Cldan. W0 &E5026

Do wou have any old photographs yod wizh bdentified? Let us helpl
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Patience 1g a virtue.

That was a lesson my moth-
er was constantly teaching me
ags I grev up, and a point 1
always tried to remind her of
when I was in her disfavor.
Mom was probably an expert on
patience considering the fouor
children she bore and reared.
Maybe she wouldn't have been
20 patlent if we would have
all been adopted. I guoss she
knew that ane day we would
2ll be tutrned loose on an un-
suspecting world and she did
not want to take the blame
for the rise in crime statis-
tice or the governments that
toppled. I honestly believe
the only reason she sent us
to school was e thay had Lo
take partial responsibility
for the wvay we turned out.

But there were times vhen

patience wore thin and lec-
Euros found deaf EArS. AE
those times Mom applied her
expertiee in another field
she was 8o proflclient 1in.
That of correction.

My first memory of Mom's

wrath came early in my career
as a child. I call it a ca-
resf but I'm glad 1t wasn't,
for I would more than likely
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have found myself unemployed.
Bad and Mom would have glven
meé my “pink slip" long aga.
They alvays threatened to
give me back to the Indians
the way 1t was.

Anyway, Dave and I were
over at George and GCertie's
house, teaching all the cats
how to swim Iin the stock tank
George and Gertie had cats,
lots of cats. Ard wa had ewv-=
gry one that we could cateh
in the tank. It locked 1ike a
tub full of bobbing apples.
on a mach larger scale, of
COoOurse. I don't know 1f it
was all the mewing er all the
splashing that brought our
little swimming class Eo
Mom's attention but it wasn't
long until she showed up and
marched us home, switching us
all the way.

When I was growing up pun-
ishment wasn't dealt out by
s0 many nights without tele-
¥vision: or so many days of
"being grounded". Punishment
was swift and sure. being
dealt at the scene of the
crime or the npearest place
to It as soon as Mom coold
catch me when T saw her com-
ing with her s¥itch.




It didn't take me long to
figure cut that I didn't want
to be around when Mom got her
switch. And the best method
I had of getting from one
place to apother was to run.
Which T did. Mom always said
it would be worse on us if we
ran {whose Mom didn't, right)
and it was generally true.
But somehow I just didn't
have the nerve to stand there
and watch her get closer and
closer with that dreaded
swWwiteh. S0 I'd give in to my
natural instinct For survival
and flee for my 1ife. Actual-
ly it wasn't my life 1 was
trying to save but rather a
certain part of my person,
and although I couldn't see
this particular part of my
anatomy Mom had a way of mak-
ing me aware of its existence

Ugsually I was joined in
flight by my accomplice,
which I would try to use to

my advantage. I'd take off
first and Dave would follow,
being mindful not to let him
gekt close encugh to stick his
fingers in the back belt loop
of my britches - a bad habit
of his that had cost me dear-
ly on more than one occasion.

We'd take Mom on 2 loop a-
round the house and then I
would slow down just enough

to get Dave caught. Yoo know,
the old "sacrifice to appease
the angry gods® trick. And
then while he was getting
ewitched, T'd make good on my
escape. Justice was always
inevitable, but 1 would man-
age a slight reprieve.

But then T noticed a trend

beginning to develop. Dave
vas getting caught too soon,
much too soon. The 1little

veasel had discovered that by
getting caught first he was
the recipient of "fower
stripas®. It seams that Mom
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couldn't devote the time nec-
essary to reform Dave with me
getting farther and farther
away.

A paddling. A spanking.
A tanning. I've had them all;
From Flyswatters to belts.
But the most feared;, and the
most effective,; deterrent Hom
had was a switchin', her
method of underscoring the
lessons she wanted to teach
us. I guess she fFigured if
our heads were too hard to
absorb it then she'd find a
softer spot that would.

The hickory tree has
considerable reputation re-
garding the guality of "in-
structional aids" that can be
cbtained fFrom AMONG its
branches. I, personally. be=
lieve the hickory is overrat-
ed. I've been switched with
switches from practically ev-
ery tree native to Missouri,
and I can tell you from ex-
perience that elms make the
best switches. The first elm
switch I saw Mom cut made me
giggle. Little ole bitty
thing about half an arm 4n
length and noe bigger fround
than baling wire. I didn't
stay tickled for very long.
That elm swiktch was supple
and it was springy. Of course
technigue had a lot to do
with the ‘“"delivery" of in=
gbkruckion, and Mom had most
certalnly honed those skills
to perfection. Goodness kKnows
she had ample opportunity to
practice. I do believe my
mother had the gquickest wrist
in. the county. When she
switched us it was like some-
one using a machine gun. Wap-
d-Wap-a-wap-a. You were hilt
four or five times before you
even had a chance to flinch.

Once caught it was best to
stand still and take your
switchin'. If you started

a




jumpinag a round
about then everything was
fair game, from the back af
yYour neck down to the bend of
your Knees. Standing still
allowed Mom to concentrate on
the target, although hitting
it every time was certainly
not guaranteed. Another im-
portant rule about taking a

or moving

ewitchin' is don't put your
hands back there. They only
become a part of the target

dred, Eoo.
I must say that I never
had a switchin' I didn't de-

serve, and if the kEruth were
known Mom probably still owes
meé a dozen or so more. And
all those switchin's haven't
left a scar or affected me in
any 111 manner. Except one.
Even today I can't pass by an
elm tree without smiling to
myself — and suppressing the

arge to runl
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The grave of
SUSAN WINFREY.

Wife of William Greenberry,
daughter of Thomas and Lucinda Winfrey,
has been found.

At her death Creenbercy lay her at
the side of her mother in Warren
Cemetery. with every intention of one
day joining her there.

Marked by a simple fieldstone,
her children later purchased a temporary
funeral marker to signify
her place of rest.

Many of the famlly then moved to Kansas
and her grave lay unknown to
younger generations.
Gregnberry bhecamo i1l while an a
visit From Miller County to his
daughters im Pretty Prarie, Kansas.
He died there and was buried
a4t Lebanon Comobtary,
surrounded by Kansas wheatfields.
hundreds of miles from his home
and his wife.

Donatlong are being sought to
provide a permanent tomhstone
for Sudan. Descendants, friends, or
interested parties are asked to
send thelir contributions to: the
following address:

Mill Creek
Route #1 Box 282 )
Brumley, MO 65017 ltc:tvzd

(]
please identify check and/or date
envelope with the following: 4o

Winfrey Stonc

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN AREA HISTORY?

Bocome® awars. Become involved. Join the
Hiller County Historical Society.
For more information contact this publication.
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LAURA LIVINGSTON CASEY
lies in an unmarked grave at the side of
her husband, Simeon Casey, i{n the
Livingston Cemetery. Donations are being
sought to provide a permanent
tombstone for Laura.
Descendants:, friends, or those who
think it sad that someone should
disappear with no memory or memorial to
s5ay they once walked this earth
are asked to send contributions to
the following address:

Mill Creek
Route #1 Pox 282
Brumley, MO 65017

please identify check and/or
envelope with the following:
Cascy Stone

HAWKINS CEMETERY
15 maintained entirely
by donations and
contributions.
Send yours to:

Mill Creek
Route #1 Box 2B2
Brumley, MO 65017

please ldentlfy check

and/or envelope with

the following:
Hawkinge Cemetery

FREE! FREE! FREE! FREE! FREE! FREE!  FREE!

Do you have & worthwhile project of historiec or heritage
significance? We realize most of these are dccomplished
only with donations and volunteer labor.
Advertise yours FREE here in Mill creek.
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150 years ago, south of Ulmon's Ridge,
lay a fertile reglon known as

the Little Richwoods.
The pride of this land was a homestead called

Gote Plantation.
It "s sphere of influence was such

was passed on to a school, a church,
Now, in 1991,

GOTT CHURCH

stands threatened by the ravages of

Unless

this

that it's name
and a cemetery.

time.
funde are raised for repalr and maintenance,

structure so familiar te so many
probably have to be torn down.

for so long
will One Mistoric
sbructure in Brumley (Brumley Christian Church)

has already suffered that [ate this year.
Your invalvement 15 necessgary to save
otk Church.
Send donatlons and contributions

Mill Creek
Route #1 Box 282

Brumley, MO 65017 aeceived

: ta
. identify check and/or envelope date
with the following:

50
Gott Preservation Fund /5

Lo

please

WARREN CEMETERY

is malntalned antirely
by donations and
contributions.
cend yours tod

Mill Creek
Foute #1 Box 282
Brumley, MO 65017

GOTT CEMETERY

is maintained entirely
by donations and

contributions.
Send yours

Mill Creek
Route #1 Box 282
Brumley, MO 65017
please identify check
and/or envelope with
the following:
Gott Cemetery

Co:

please identify check
and/or envelope with
the following:

Warren Cemctery

OWN A PIECE OF HISTORY!

three square nalls for your donation of %10 or more
ko the Gott Preservation Fund. These nalls were saved {rom
the Brumley Christian Church building and date back nearly
110 years. Limited guantity.

Recaelvo

s0 act guickly.




EXTRAORDINARY DISCOVERY!

2 Civil War letters found in family Bible

Here at Mill Creek we rarely release an item for publie
scrutiny until we've exhausted our investigative rescurces in
an attempt to answer all the wha, what, vhere, vhen, why., and
how's. We'wve made an exception in this case because of the
importance of this find. It isn't every day that historians
are allowed the opportunity to examine original, undiscovered
correspondence home from Civil War soldiers serving in the
theatre of war. There simply is no Wiy I can emphasize the
historical significance of these long forgotten letters.

What we do know at this point, in brief, is the following:

Helena, Arkansas is situated along the banks of the Mississip-
pl River approximately 75 miles south of Memphis Tennesseo.
Helena wae a strategic point in the Union's western flank.
s@veral soldiers stationed there were from Miller County. The
principal correspondents - James M. Hawkins (age 16), John W.
DeVore (age 19), and Stephen F. Plemmons (age 1%) - were all
Young man from Brumley. James had been wounded during a skir-
mish with Confederate forces, the severity of the wound gquali-
fying him for discharge. James was recuperating at home in
Hrumiey, Missourl when these letters were written on the same
piece of paper, one on the front, the other on the back. It
ils easily evident that the same writer penned both letters.
Whether it was John or Stephen who did the writing remains un-
known. Perhaps they were even transcribed by a third party as
John and Stephen dictated. The letters have long been in the
DeVore family, which indicates two possibilities. James,
having received and read them. passed them on to John's and
Stephen's families, with the letters finally coming to rest in
the possession of the DeVores'. or the letters were never sent
and eventually carried home by John himself. Final research
will appear in a future issue of Mill Creek.

The 130 year old piece of paper has been kept in the Family
Bible of Alfred and Elizabeth Hawkins DeVore {parents of John)
It has survived the generations, with the passage of time
those receiving it were unaware of the original setting and
circumstances that the messages carried. It 18 now owned by
Alma Hedrick DeVore. the wife of Rawl., a grandson of Alfred.
JoAnn Brown Jeffries, of Ulman, while doing genealogical re-
search was visiting Alma and viewed the letters. She recog-
nized their importance and contacted Mill Creek. Many thanks
to these two wonderful ladies for revealing Eo the world this
preciocus treasure.

[The transcript an page MG remaing Faithful to the ariginal docunents. Lack af punctua=
Elon makes readimg them di7ficult. Spaces wers pdded to alTow #asier interpretation.|

[43]




T lonn A L ek Ks s /5
 fean ey S sl ot Mt ,,.

R Ty e

P o S e e e .

# e If 'W S s - I-t > -y e
. B ._--' : - - - :? = = ; F % 7 .\-.\-_
;-':-Mﬂ'l 4 ,Z.f:ﬂ"' -y foﬁ; e .}" -’.:—"- -t 1-_-'""' ‘3;’5:"" --n;_

-
#
e

- {A.-.‘f-}t-"‘:‘:? %—‘12,".-_::’# _};5;/_-3"// r;.r{-ﬂ;rhfﬂ J.L..::_, .;.;?-J.pq_‘.ﬂ' ;.{? <
u’;}d,:,;;' ;Zf‘_j.-.,..-. g_;.:,_.,ﬁc:’_;'éﬂ ,,,,,, ot -',;_,,,_.,‘ _h_u'.jg;'__{'z
Z7

.1/1/4.!_'7':6’ iﬁﬁﬂgfﬁ%* "9&5— ‘ﬁ#’;ﬁ:ﬁi.&;ﬁ-v

it fmdfz 2F '}}Z’%;’H_H” ek
. r:;:fa ﬁﬁ""i"" _,,;;f- ﬁmﬁ:p

[a4]




gl ,z.;.ww ﬁwﬁf — |

ﬁ:f A *‘5""5& W
"i; E AP e

.-EH-—% ﬂ.c:'r_'....,.,,.,n, ‘?h- g;f#éﬁi#ﬂ
f-..‘i.._ﬁﬁ":"‘ P R Fir e el

,f L PR T A e

ﬁé&fﬂ,ﬂﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁ 7/
ezt

Lt — ez -
G ;i;.mw LR

My@mﬂﬁ =
-—*?r]'}" /‘*u"" ,,;;-lr"ir-d ﬂ%— T
‘7-'-;4 -c-q.fﬁ’“ %ﬁ' el S G




Helena Aak Manch the + (563
Dear Sin [ once moae avail myaelf of the preasent oppeatunity
of Waiting you afew {ines to let you Anow Aow [ am getting along
and that ta Slow Sure [ have been Sich evean Since iinz:f!y n;ftk
gou Igéf hene but have been going about campa but not alle fun
JEEF ell Jim [ Would Love to be at home With gou but [ am not
e ﬂut gun money the ofhen Hnr that ca to muntiA ay you know
that (a4 not ﬂu:i but hedps Some [ think if We had any docton [
Would get a diachaage but you hnow Imith dontl know any thing va
dont caze for amana Life Mamon divd yeaterday and hadden and
dinWaddie and david Jecti and Jacw Hlumf:y Lhey ate all dead and
#Eﬂn# Ficﬁnning I think Widl bie ﬂ:fﬂue to morsow ni;ﬁf and a
reat many mone Sick Well James I have nothing of impoatance to
nite only Write Joon tedd oun folha to Waite and telld my
aienda to Waite if I have any give my reapecta to youn aunta
folkas and youn unclea alfa folks Jo I Will close Waite Waite
youaa tnuiy § F Plemmona
fo Jamea M Hawhina

Helena Ank fAoach the 2ad 863
Dean Couain [ vnce more tahe the pacaent vppoatunitly of

”ud!inp you afaw linea to let you hnow how | am gettiln dfung down
hene in dixie [ am Well except the headache Eup: iiid Wels
fﬂn& yau Well and doin { neceived goun letiea yﬂ#itﬂﬁﬂy i Waa
glad to hean that you aa getting Wedl Well James gyou wrote to me
to get What the boya owea you I cant get it thia lettea anthe
gecount o cﬁn;it I Widd get (1 and Iini it the next fetten and
Will aend gou at [ owe you [ bought me a horae and had te pay
ﬁhn him and that tvek all [ Drawed but have got Jume coming to me
eld fames [ an Very iﬁnnﬁfuf u; goun edvice juat tell them tadk
on about that letten I Jent and mak much of it tell them [ am
independent them I took te be efnienda of mine ia proving falae
that fa ald aight dLet them get my g.l'_!-l! if Jhe ia ﬁf’.fﬂi’.ﬂg it La
all migﬁi Jo it ia all aight Weld Tim tom ia tolenable Well
tell pa and ma and Jim [ om Well hoping the Same [ have been
down With my boek Jince [ came bach but am up Row tell sunt
Cattanine ginda | am all aight I have nothing of impontance to

Waite Waite Soon and often youra tauly
_Fl’.h"ﬂ ﬂll .ﬂ!l"ﬂ‘ﬂ.! irl;l JEHEJ Iq ﬁrﬂﬂ'kiﬂ-ﬂ.
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family tales, stories, and legends

of Miller County

The sound of a distant dinner bell echoed through the night
air, it's hollow toll,eerily disturbing the darkness. Everyone
had a bell to call their men in from the fields so it was cer-
tainly a familiar sound - in the daytime. But they were never
rung at night. Never at night.

Jim DeVore was roused from his sleep by the sound. He lay
4 moment longer, attempting to get his bearings. Bast. From
the east it came.

"Dollie," he spoke to his wife "do you hear that bell?"

"Yes, I do." she replied, rising from the bed.

They stepped outslide, Jim still pulling his suspenders over
his shoulders. The sound was much clearer now, coming from two
hills over.

"Sounds like John Smith's place, Jim."

"There must be trouble there. Light me a lantern, Dollie,
while I get my boots on!" He hurried in and quickly pulled cn
his shoes and shirt. He rushed out the door, grabbing the lan-
tern offered by his wife.

Jim Devore walked the distance to his neighbor’s house in
the gloom, his lantern feebly pushing away the night around
him. Limbas and boughs clutched at his clothes. stars overhead
gleamed their pale vigil, 0ld Joe Branch gurgled softly as he
picked his way over the dark terrain. All the while the bell
sounded it's strong tone. Never ceasing. Never slowing.

Jim came out of the creek bottom and began to work his way
up the sloping approach to John Smith'‘s. Jim DeVore Ffound John
standing at the bell. pulling with all his waning strength at
the rope, tears streaming down his face.

Inside the house, Moriah Smith. wife of John, was dead.

This story was passed down £o his family by Jim DeVora. Tha event took place north of
Brumley when Jim Vived where Raw) and ATma Tives now.. John and Morish Soith 1ived on
the old Will Gokt place, or Payne place to those older than wysa¥f. The year 13 unkacwn,

submitied by: Alma Hedrick DeVore, Bt. # Box P86, Brumley, M3 85017
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