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sit a spell

Recently I was reading some literature about the
fascinating history of the Ha Ha Tomka Castle. An ad-
vertisement enticingly invited wvisitors to come see
for themselves the 60 year-old ruins.

"corn shucks," T said to myself (somevhat cynically
I must confess), "we tear down 100 year-old buildings
practically every day around Brumley."

Each structure destroyed is one more step toward
the disappearance of generations past. Structures can
gerve as visible reminders of our loved ones who have
already taken their place among our heritage. There is
a rock planter in the cemetery at Mt. Uniom that shall
always remind me of Dallis Luttrell. But that planter
will bear no significance to my son Iif I don't take
the time to make him aware that Dallis helped con-
struct that planter. 1If, at some point in the future,
that planter is torn down, then one more reminder of
Dallis and the life he lived and the lives he touched

will be gone. Associating a structure with a person
makes it much more tham just a structure. It makes it
more personal, more sacred, more special. It gives

more meaning to the word "preservation®™.

Structures can bear a perspective on our memory.
While conversing with Ruth Plemmons Porter she looked
up the hill at Brumley and said, "It makes me sick at
my heart sometimes when I 1look up there and see the
old post office gone, the old lodge hall gone, the old
church, the old schoel. It doesn't even look like
Brumley, anymore."

But there are alwvays those who march on in the name
of "progress®. Destroy the old. Make way for the new.
After all it isn't my heritage. You're right. It's
not yours. ItE'S8 ouwnd.

In an entirely different vein Mill Creek has an ex-
citing announcement to make. We have added a contrib-
uting writer. For our regular readers you will realize
she isn't exactly new to Mill Creek, but what is new
is that she now has a regular column of her own. Her
name 1is Julia Spearman. Her column is entitled “"Re-
flections of the Past®. We believe Julia will only im-
prove Mill Creek. You can nov¥w enjoy the thoughts and
memories she so eloguently shares in each future issue
of Mill Creek. Welcome, Julia!
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Dear Debby and Greq.

Sorry I'm so late getting
back to you. We just had the
Wright Family Reunion 13 June
at the State Park on Highway
42. Our famlly was the "host"
this year, so I have been
very busy. We had a great day
with over 300 "Wright” kin in

attendance. A memorable oc-
casion.
I like the T"new look" and

as usual enjoyed the magazine
I'm wondering i1If “Preacher
Jim" was not a relative of
mine. My grandmother on the
Wright side was a Thompson
and a lot of the men were
ministers. Will check into it
as soon as 1 get a minute.

We lost our mother, Sibyl
Allee Wright, last June 15th.
One of the 1last things she
looked at was Mill Creek and
the picture of Barton School
with her in it. She was guite
pleased and excited. We miss
her terribly.

Will be looking forward to

the next issue. Keep up the
good work.

Li11§an MHess

3561 ¥alleywood

5t. Louls, WO 61114
OQun deepeat agmpathiea to you
and youn family in goun foaa.
Each Jng we ane zeminded how
impontant it ca to aecond the
memoaied of thoae who provide
a link to oun ﬁ:titupt. rﬁxag
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i from the mailbox

Dear Greg.

Thank you for the new Mill
Creek book. T am enjoying it.
Thank you for including what
I wrote about China School.
There was a mistake in 1&. It
should have been "HEDRIS
Johnson” instead of Edwin.
(autumn 1991 {issue, page 6)
Edris is an unusual name. She
and her mother stayed at the
home of my grandparents one
fall as Grandma had been ill
and nesded help with the
housework for awhile. So
Edris only went to China for
a few weeks.

Would you be interested in
uging the history of the Pope
family? They were well Known
in the Brumley community.

I am enclesing a check for
£6 for my Mill Creek book. If
that isn't right let me know.
Thank you so much for sending
. =28

Julfa Spearman

326 Ploneer Drive

/ I'u}ttnn + HO 55?‘5;:

I apologize for the miatake
qnde %ﬁinﬁ ﬁau fon the con-
nection, Julia. Nevea woray
about celling my attention to
an enacr. It (4 much mome Lm-
portant to me to be connected
and be geccunate than Lt La to
politely ovenlook it and xe-
main wROAG. ﬂfﬂll all, hia-
tonicad accunacy L4 what we
seek and ataive for. -Gareg

ANNOUNCING!

We have had many remarks and
regquests concerning Julia
Spearman'se writings that have
appeared in Mill Creek. You
have enjoyed her so much that
we have asked her to become a
regular contributor! You can
begin reading her REFLECTIONS
with this issue!




LETTERS
FROM
STUDENTS

I began my schooldays at
Barnett School the first Mon-
day in August in 1928. Mrs.
W. WM. (Mary L.) Bunch was the

teacher, and a good one she
vas.,

I think the school ac-
guired it from the John Bar-

nett family who lived nearby.
Tennyson or Johnnie DeGraf-
fenreid could confirm that as
their mother was Cora Barnett
DeGraffenreld, the only child
of John and Louisa Barmett.
Barnett School and Barnett
Church were only a short dis-
tance apart. The school was
right beside the road, while
the church wag several yards
farther wup the hill. Both
buildings were gimilar in
structure. The outside of
both buildings were weathered
lumber. Our teacher and her
family 1lived im the school
building and we had school in
the church building. our
teacher's husband, Hew. W. W.
Bunch,

preached at the church

[5]

The building was very cold in

winter. As it was on a hill-
side the lower side was sev-
eral feet off the ground, and
ag there was no foundation
the cold air really made a
cold floor. In cold weather
we 2at around the stove to
keep warm. We kept our lunch
buckets under the stove to
keep the lunches from freez-
ing. We had some double seats
and desks and we used some of
the church seats, which wvere
homemade. I believe there was
eight windows. There was &
front door and a back door.
There was a small room at the
front where we left our coats
We had a wood heating stove.
We carried water from a
spring at Loule DeGraffen-
reid's. We would go two to=
gether to get a bucket of wa-
ter and we enjoyed doing it.
The only punishment I ever
received was to stay in at
recess for talking in class.
We didn't have a very good
playground, as it was on a
hillside. The only game I re-
member was "BEed Line". Since
there was so much slope it




LETTERS
FROM
STUDENTS

made a good place for sled-
ding in winter, although I
was never brave enough to try
it. One winter when the
weather was very cold our
teacher, Mrs. Bunch, had us
learn the books of the Bible,
both forward and backwards.

best friend was IneE
Beard. She now 1lives in
springfield, MO and we still
correspond.

1 think I remember the
names of all I went to Echool
with at Barnett. They WwWere
Simeon Bunch (the teacher's).

Lesta, Inez, Ira (Doog)., War-
ren, Ruoth, and Fay Beard:;
Edith and Herbert Robinson:

Tennyson and Johnnie DeGraf-
fenreid; Canell Thornsberry:
Neata Cox; Mildred, Ewvelyn,
Opal, Floyd, Henry, and Gene
Parsons; Blanche and Berniece
Beard; Belva Coan; Emerson
Paul-
Johnnie,

and Junior Richardson;

ine Barnett; Leslie,

and Gertie Jenkins.
T was in the far corner of

(6]

the and I

district
part way to school by myself,

valked

then
me at
walked
pasture.

In the fall of 1928
was a mad dog scare
neighborhood

Canell Thornsberry met
their mailbox and we
together through a

there

in the
and we were all
afraid in walking to school.
Our teacher's son, Simeon
Bunch, was swimming in Bear
Creek with his dog, Rover,
when the dog suddenly bit him
on the upper lip. The dog wvas
found to have rabies, and ev-
ery afternoon after school
Simeon had to go to Eldon for
treatments.

We always had ciphering
matches and spelling matches
on Friday afternoons. Some-
times we would have a geogra-
phy contest in which we would
gee who could find a certain
place first on a map. Some-
times we would have a gues-
tion box. We would drop our
guestion into a box and the
teacher would read them. They
could be either funny or some
bit of information we wanted
to know.




LETTERS
FROM
STUDENTS

We drew names for gifts at
Christmas and had Christmas
programs and last day of
school programs. One Christ—
mas our program was to be on
Christmas Eve and we were go-
ing to Grandma and Grandpa's;
sa I wasn't going to be in
the program. It came a big
snow =0 Mrs. Bunch said since
they were only goling to prac-
tice one day I wouldn't have
to come to school. However,
just before noon there was a
knock at our door and it was
all the older kids from
school. They had come to get
me to go with them to cut the
Christmas tree. We looked and

loocked until we found the
perfect tree. The boys built
a fire for us girls to warm

by while they cut the tree.
All us pupils and our

mothers made friendship guilt

blocks for Mrs. Bunch. She

had enough for two guilts.
Our county superintendent,
C. D. Snodgrass;

vigited our

[7]

at least once
gchool year,

school
the

during
ag did the
county nurse Mrse. Maude King.

Mrs. King weighed and meas-
ured our height. 5She gave us
gome literature aon health.

I graduvated from Barnett
School in March, 1930. There
vaes six giris and one boy in
the class. HBesides myself
there was Lesta and Inez
Beard, Canell Thornsberry,
Neata Cox, and Evelyn Parsons
and the one hoy was Simeon
Bunch. I was valedictorian of
the class. We had a basket
dinner and program, the girls
wore white dresses and Simeon
wore a dark blue suit. While
mother was an excellent scam-
stress she wanted my gradua-
tion dress to be extra spe-
cial, so she had it made by a
seametress in Linn Creek. It
didn't come until the day be-
fore graduation and I espent
some anxious moments walting
for it to come. When I got in
gight of our house the day
before graduation my mother
was on the front porch waving
my beautiful white dress. Our
class colore were light blue
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and white. The county super-
intendent, C. D. Snodgrass,
gpoke to we. I remember he
told us not to be blown about
like straws in the wind.

The school building and
the church where school wvas
held are both gone, but pre-
cious memories linger on.

1 entered Brumley High and
attended one semester before
ve moved to Callaway County

vhers I entered PFulton High punished at school then you

school and graduated from also got punished at home.

there. My two older brothers got
Julia Spearman into a fight one day. I saw
126 Pionoer Drive the fight but I had to prom-
Fulton, M0 65251 ige them T wouldn't tell. The
Barpett School, 1928=10 teacher found out about the

fight somehow and my brothers
got wvhipped for fighting, and

I attended Jeffriem School then I got whipped for lying!
near Kalaer. My mother's gis- O0f course when we got home we
ter, Louie Ritter, taught got whipped again because of
thare., I don't recall how our parents' rule.
many years she taoght but she The morning of the whip-
stayed at our house. our pinge my brothers and T wore
father's rule was if you got our cocats under our overalls,

hoping to prevent the switch
from hurting s0 much. Tha
first thing the teacher saild
was everyone take off thelr
coats beécause she had the
room plenty warm. We had to
take our coats off in front
of the whole school and she
really whipped us good.

HWard Habker

IER Valle Vigta Strest

¥alleda, CA 94550

Jeffries Schoal, 1929-34

[8]




g({ectigns

by Julia Spearman

The Pope family emigrated spending the with his
to Missouri from Eentucky. In mother; he thought he could
regearching family history it get by with anvthing.
was found George Washington's parents were strict and laugh
grandmother's maiden name was ing wvas not allowed at the
Pope and that she was of the table, but he tried to make
same lipneage as our family, his brother laugh. His mother
making us distant relatives shook her head at him, but he
of George Washington. ignored her until he saw her

William Meredith Pope mar- start to get wup from her
ried Julia Ann Stromg and he chalir. He got up and started
bought a farm on the Glalze running, even though he knew
three and one half miles that was a mistake. He ran to
southvest of Brumley. They the upper end of the farm,
became the parents of two vhich was guite a distance.
sons, Samuel and Greenberry, and crossed the Glaize on the
and a daughter, Jane. Samuel mill dam, ran into the mill
married Ewva Carnes and they and got between a man's legs

had a large family. Jane died
vhen a small child. Her moth-
er was s0 heartbroken that
she wanted her buried near
home, 8o she was buried in
the field east of the home
just beyond the orchard. This
vas the beginning of the Pope
Family Cemetery. Gresanbearry
marcied Wancy Parish, and it
is around their family that
my story is written.
Greenbarry was born 17
March, 185B. Greenberry was a
normal little boy, sometimes
mischievous. On one occasion
wvhen his father vas away from
home and a nelghbor lady was

(9]

(T believe the man's name was

Snelling! which offersed no
protection. His mother took a
switch and switched him all

the way home.

Another time he heard a
man using EwWesr words. He was
not used to that kind of talk
and thought it sounded impor-
tant. 56 one day when he was
sitting by the kitchen stove
he decided to try it. His
Grandmother Strong was svweep-
ing the kxitchen Floor when he

felt several whacks with the
broom. That broke him from
swearing.

His father had storage




bins for wheat made from
large hollow s8sycamore logs.
Greenberry and the 1little
slave boys used to hide in
them and eat maple sugar.
Schools were few and
between in those days. It
not uncommon for schools
be in a home, 8o school was
held in the Pope home and
Greenberry attended school in
the famlly kitchen at one
time. His first teacher wvas
Cynthia Spearman. When Green-
berry was older he wvent to
the home of his aunt Marinda
Parish to attend school at
Chauncey, now known as Hugo.
Marinda Strong had married
John Parish, a widower with
geven children. There were
twe boys, Jack and Ben, and
five daughters, Mary, Betty,
Jane, Minerva, and Nancy.
Nancy and Greenberry were
itbout the same age. Nancy was
sorn 27 August, 1859, making
ser about seven months older.

far
was
to

They were both excellent
spellers and each tried to
outdo the other with ¢the

highest marks in spelling. In
spite of their rivalry they
fell in love and were married
19 March, 1876 at Hancy's
home. Greenberry was eighteen
years and two days old at the
time of thelr marriage and
Mancy was eighteen years and
about seven months. There was
about twelve inches of snow
on the ground on their wed-
ding day. Greenberry didn't
have an overcoat, so he bor-
rowed one from neighbor,
Jim Albertson. Greenberry
took his bride home to the
farm on the Glaize and they
began their life together
which lasted almost fifty-
eight years until Nancy's
death.

Greenberry's father had
died, leaving the farm deeply

a

[10]

in debt. In December of 1B76
his mother also died. Green-
barry's creditors urged him
to sall the farm but Green-
berry stubbornly refused. BY
hard work and good management

he paid off his debt on the
farm and had 50¢ left.
Greenberry and Nancy's

fFirst child, a son they named
John William, was born 27
January, 1877. One cold night
after John was born the fire
went out in the fireplace.
The next morning Greenberrcy
had to go to a neighbor's to
get some fire. This was not
uncommon in those days.
Ralph, the second child, was
born in July. 1878. He lived
only a fev months. The first
daughter, Cora Winifred, was
born 31 Octeober, 1879. Arthur
Monroe was borm 16 November,
1881. Carrie Marinda was born
1 November, 1883. Nancy Maude
wag born 25 October, 1BB5.
Nellle May was born 4 Novem-
ber, 1887. Greenberry. Jr.
(pock) was born 11 October.
1892.

Some time in the late
18B80's or early 1890's Green-
berry decided to build a new
home for his family. They had
been 1living in a large log
house. All the children were
born in the o0ld 1log house
with the axception of Green-
berry, Jr. who was born in
the newv house. 71 believe the
carpenter wvho built the new
house was a Mr. Hickman. When
the house was completed it
was the finest house in the
neighborhood at that time. No
deaths ever occurred in the
new home.

Several of the children
attended school at what they
called the "old school®. Pos-
sibly the Reed School, I'm
not sure. After China School
came into existence they at-
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THE POPE FAMILY

(from Teft ea right] Gresnberry. Jr. (Oock), Mellie, Mavde, Carrie, Arthur, Cora, snd Jdohn
With thelr pirents, Mancy and Cresnberry. 5r.
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tended school there. This
meant crossing the Glaize,
which at times could be very
treacherous.

The children grew up, mar-
ried and established homes of
their own. John married Maud
Selby and they were the par-
ents of thirteen children.
After Maud'sms death in 1934
John married Azalea Garrison.
Cora married Oscar Gibeom and
they had no children. Arthur
married Emma McDowell and
they were the parents of
eight children. Carrie mar-
ried Green Blackburm and they
had one daughter, Maxine. He
died in 1927 and Carrie later
married Edmond Crew. Maude
married Frank Spearman and
they were the parents of one
daughter Julia Pope Spearman.
Their marriage ended in d4i-
vorce and Maude later married
Leonard Williams. Nellie mar-
ried Frank Emry and they had
eight children. Greenberry.,
Jr. married Charlsie Helton
and they were the parents of
fourteen children.

John owned and operated a

lumber yard at Bagnell for
sevearal Years. The lumber
yard burned during the mid-

1920's and he then owned and
operated a general store in
Bagnell. He and his family
later moved to FEKansas City.
At the time of his death he
was living on a farm near
Butler.

Arthur owned and operated
a lumber yard and hardvare

store at o0ld Linn Creek until

the Bagnell Dam was built. Tt
is said the 1lake is forty
feet deap where the lumber
yard was. He and his sons al-
so owned a lumber yard at
Bagnell. It was managed by
his son, Walter. The complete
inventory was destroyed by
the big flood of 1943. He

[12]

also owned a lumber yard
Osage Beach during the
the Bagnell Dam vas
built.

Greenberry, Jr. farmed the
homeplace. He built a house
near the home of his parents.
Gregnberry, 5r. retired from
farming because of rheumatism
he suffered from.

at
time
being

All four of the Pope
daughters married farmers,
and all of them were home=
makers.

Even though Greenberry,
Sr. retired from active farm-
ing, he always kept a Jersey
cow and some hogs. Nancy

churned often and they always
had plenty of milk and butter
around . Greenberry always
butchered several fat hogs
every winter. Nelighbors al-
wvaye helped with the butcher-

ing. I wespecially remember
one neighbor, Lee Robinett,
helping.

The Pope family had
good neighbors.
tempt to

many
I won't at-
mention all of them
for fear of Ieaving someone
out. I will mention one, the
Dick Ramsey family. The Popes
and Ramseys were almost like
kinfolke. A neighbor wvho of-
ten helped out with the farm
work was Ike Phillipe vho was
a good friend of the family.

Nancy raised Buff Orping-
ton chickens, so there was
plenty of fried chicken for
the table. Maude was consid-
ered the best chicken fryer
while Carrie's specialty wvas
chicken and dumplings.

Ugually there was a family
reunion {in August to cele-
brate Nancy's birthday. A
bountiful dinner was spread
on a long table wunder a wal-
nut tree in the yard.

Mancy and Greenberrcy, 3r.
celebrated their Golden Wed-
ding Anniversary 19 March,




1926 with a family dinner at
their home. Arthur presented
his parents with a beautiful
Crosley radio as an anniver-
sary gift. Radios were few
and far between in those days

Life for the Pope family
seemed peaceful enough until
rumors arose that a dam was
to be built across the Osage
River near Bagnell. In that
cage the Pope farm would be
in the lake basin. This was
unbelievable!

The rumors became reality
and work on the dam began in
the summer of 19529. Workers
swarmed up and down the creek
banks clearing out the timber
in preparation for the lake.

Greenberry, S5r. and Nancy
would have to leave the home
that meant so much to them.

The family cemetery was moved
from the guiet field., some of
the graves to the Gott Ceme-
tery near Brumley and others
to Freedom near Linn Creek.
Greenberry, Sr. received a
fairly good price for the
farm. It meant looking for a
new home, Both Greenberry,
Sr. and Greenberry, Jr. trav-
elled all over Missouri look-
ing for a new home. Green-
berry, Jr. finally bought a
large farm in Callaway County
near Palton. He and his fam-
ily moved {n November, 1930.
Greenberry, Sr. bought a
thirty-acre farm across the
road from his son. They moved
in February., 1931. It was a
sad day when they left the
old home. Workmen began
vrecking the house the wvery
morning Greenberry, Sr. and
Nancy moved. Carrie, who was
a widow, and her little girl
moved with them. Maude and
her family were not affected
by the lake water as they
lived on Bear Creek, but they
decided to move to Callaway

[13]

County too. Fulton eschools
had a good reputation, and
Julia was a freshman in high

school.
1931.

The last family reunlon at
the old homeplace was held on
a sunny., warm day 12 October,
1930. All the children and
most of their families were
present. Four generations of
Popes were represented; Nancy
and Greenberry, Sr., John and
his daughter, Clara Miller,
and her three children. It
was a day of reminiscing and
remembering.

On 31 December, 1933, only
three years after they left
Miller County, Nancy fell i1}
and passed away 20 January,
1934, She was laid to rest in
the Gott Cemetery.

After Nancy's death Green-
berry, Sr. spent a great deal
of time living at Bagnell. He
enjoyed going to the A. M.
Pope and Sons Lumber Yard
each day and wvisiting with
cld neighbors and friends who
came there. After the flood
of 1943 he 1ived with his
children. He suffered a
stroke 3] December, 1944, and
died 9 May, 1945. He was
taken back to Mliller County
and laid to rest beside his
beloved Nancy in the Gott
Cemektery.

Cne by one
dren died.
first to go.
1928 and is
John died

They moved in March,

the Pope chil-
Arthur was +Ethe
He died 20 March
buried at Gott.

11 August, 1951
from a rattlesnake bite and
is buried at Freedom. Green-
berry, Jr. died 14 December,
1969 and is buried at Calla-

way Memorial Gardems in Ful-
ton.

All four of the Pope
daughters lived to be 1in
their nineties. Cora died

1 Fanuary, 1972 and is buried




at Freedom. Carrie died 14
July, 1979 and 1is buried at
Eldon. Six weeks later, on
16 August, 1979, Nellie died.
She 1is buried at Freedom.
Maude was the last of her
family to pass away. She
died 14 November, 1981. She
also is buried at Callawvay
Memorial Gardens in Fulton.
According to research done by
her nephew, Walter Pope, she
lived to be older than any of
the Popes on record. She was
96 years old at the time of
her death.

Mancy and Greenberry Pope,
Sr. left a large number of
descendants. There are pres-
ently twenty-six grandchil-
dren and a host of great

grandchildren, great=great
grandchildren, and gseveral
great-great-great grandchil-
dren.

None of the Popes ever be-
came famous, and there is no
record of any criminals. The
Popes have always been good,
honest, hard-working people.
I am proud of my heritage.

THE LAST FAMILY REUNION ON THE AUGLATZE. 17 October. 1930.
le ta e Tront row {seated on grownd 11 Robart Miller holding daughter, Mary, Clara Willer
halding son Thomas, Robert Miller, Ruby Pope. Mancy Roberta Pope, Lucillie Pope, Jm Pope,
Joz Pope, Frank Cmry, Jr., Mary Lec Emry

second row (center of phota): Lena Pope.

Greenberry Pope, S5r.. Marine Blackburn, Mancy fope,

Nelta Pope. Dorothy Pope. Tom Ann Eery. Jis Cery
third row |standing, far left): Greenberry Pope, Jr., Charlsie Pope, Mabel Pope.
Leonard Wil11iams, Julia Spearsan, Maude Williams. Carrie Blackburm. Cora Gibson, Dema Pope.
Maud Pope. John Pope, Frank Emry, Mellie Emry
fourth row (standing between Carrie and Cora): Dscar Gibson. Arthur Pope
topn row: Wilbur Pope. Ruth Pope. Mary Pope, Mer]l Emry, Yernon Pope. Malter Pope,
Fauline Pope,. Joe W. Pope

[14]
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The
Brumley Hall
Joint Stock Company

"We, the undersigned sub- five years earlier James Mar-
scribers to the capital stock tin Hawkins, not yet thirty
of the above named Joint years of age, had taken |t
Stock Company, do agree and upon himself to lay out and
by these present, and our plat boundaries for a new
signatures hereto attached; tovn in southern Miller Coun-
agree and bind ourselves to Lty He decided to name the
pay to the trugtees of said town Brumley.!
company the amounts severally James Hawkins was born 149
subscribed vhen and where September, 1847, two miles
called upon."” northeast of present day

It was late spring, 18B2. Brumley. He had watched the
J. M. Hawkina sat at his desk 1ittle willage expand from
penning the document that nothing more than a crossroad
would help finalize a dream. tc a flourishing community.
A dream of a town on a hill. One could say with truth that
A dream of vhite-washed James Martin Hawkins and
buildings that housed stores Brumley grew up together.
and doctors and schools and Each would become significant
churches. It was an aspiring to the existence of the other
dream. A dream as young as their futures forever inter-
the dreamer himself. Only twined.

| Gopdspeed®s “Wistory of MilTer County™. first publisked 4n 1889, 4ndicates the town was
gliven the name of 1t'%s already existing post office. It 2 without doubk that the namé was
bestowed in honor of Wi11iam Carroll Brumley, a4 san who greatly influenced youny James Martin
Hawkins® 1ife. There sre several indications that the area mnow recogrized azs Brumley may once
have been Enown 4y Unfom.  In 1RSS5, on the Grand Aeglaipe Creek, the Unifon Church was estab-
Iished wnder  the direction of Rewerend William C. McCubbin. The United Baptist Church of
Christ at Unlon was arganized along WYY Ceedk In 1857, (These two churches may hive been ope
and the ssme. the latter being merely A relocation of the orfiginal.l Camp Unfon., which this
guthor always assimed named after the nearby church, may rather have reflected the name of
the aredn instead of the church. Mt. Unfom Church of Chvrist s£i17 exists today, perhaps ths
orly reminder and clus to o more distant past. Why was 18 called Union? Was 1t becsuse this
wis the point where the Tusoumbia-Springfield and Jake's Prarie-Crie Roads united? Or perhpps
the snion of WI1T Cresk with the Grand Auglafize? Since no means of docuementstion exists, on-
ly conjecture remains to us today.

[15]




The town's development be- following the war allowed men

gan in earnest at the out= of vision the opportunity to
break of the Civil War when a step forward and rebuild and
military post was established reshape lives and communities
one-half mile to the east a- For Brumley that man would be
long the banks of Mill Creek. James Martin Hawkins.
A more permanent settlement By 1868 the firot store
began to form to service the vas established at the little
needs of the nearly 400 mili- crossroads, and Hawkins dream
tia volunteers at Camp Union. began to form. Growth was
The new year of 1862 sav the steady over the next decade,
soldiers gone, but they left raising the town to a level
behind the beginnings of a of Importance as a market and
EOWT . trade centar.d The settlement
Development began slowly became a legitimate entity in
as people, families, and com- 1877 when young James Hawkins
munities struggled to merely filed with the county court
aurvive the horrors and up- of Miller the plat that made
heaval of the Civil War. The his dream a reality, and
end of the conflict brought brought 1into existence the
the area's fl%htinq men home, town of Brumley.?
James Havkins among them, The spark of life was now
and the HReconstruction Years ignited and James could only

2 James Wawkins enlisted at RoVEm, January, 1862 with the fth Missouri Cavalry at the age of
fourtean. Enowing he would never be allowed to Join because of hils age, James swore an oath
that ke waf olghtesn Ak the tiee af enlisteent and all military records assume mim s such.
He received & surgeon's certificate granting him & generdl disabl1ity discharge on 24 Hoves-
bor, 1BEZ, and sent home. As the war dragged on James repaieed at home, feoling halpless and
frustrated. Unable to stand Tdly by any Tonger he rejoined in September, 1864, enliiting at
Limn Creek with the 48th Missourd Infaatry., 5till underage at seventeen, James convinced the
enrolling officer he was ninetesn and agaln swore an oath to the correctness of his enlist-
mant data. The military service file of James Martin Hawkins spans the entire four years of
the Civll War yet according ta those records, during that time, James ages only one year.

1 Bremley's early prominence as a market cenbor was dependent entirely wpon it's location. 17
one traces & 1ine on a map from Toscumbia in Miller County to Limm Creek  in Camden County
{hath shipping points an the Dsage Riwer) to Crocker in Pulaskl County and then back o Tus-
cumbia, a triangle §s formed with Brumley &t the center, making it a perfect collection point
for goods qoing to the market accesses of these shipping centers. Brumloy's glory would be
short-11yed, however, The advent of mechanized tramsportation allowed farmers to deliver
thelr wares directiy to the shipning Industry. The establisheent of rallways at Ceocker to
the southeast and Eldon to the northwest pulied away suech trade and Teft Brumiey inoa wold,
greatly dimlnishing Brumloy's - influsnce as & sarket eenter.

4 Dr. John L. Conner invested in the dream of James Hawking. He purchased the entirety of
filocks 5 and & on the morning befors the piat was Tiled. Later that afterncon, on 12 June,
1877, whon Brumloy was offictally christened into existence. the county recorder noted: “The
Proprietors of this Plak are J. M. Hawkins to Blocks Dhe, Twe, Three and Four Ang J.L. Conner
ko Blocks Fiwe and 516, There was no turning back now. Even Julfa Hawking and Elnora Conner
414 *relinguish their dowry in the Real Cstate therein mentioned froely and withoul wndie
comouision or influence of thelr safd hushamds®, dofimg Etheir part to Sed the dream come Eo
frultion.
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THE MAN FOR WHOM A TOWN WAS NAMED

Wi1l1am Carroll Brumley was a prominent name in Miller County polftics during the Reconstruc-
tion Years following the Civil War. Brumley was elected sheriff and collector during the wild
emotional campalgn and election of 1872 when an a1V{ance of Democrats and Liberal Republicans
wii formed to topple the Radical Republicans Tn power. With Brumiey lTeading the cppositian
the attempt by this unlikely unfon proved unsuccessful - barely - not winning a single office
on the county Tevel. Brumley appointed a young supporter from Glare Township as deputy col-
Tector whose name was James Martin Hawkins. Flive yearz later Mawkins would return the Favor
when ke surveyed and platted a town he named Brumley. An obituary published 30 Aprdl, 1831 in
the Miller County Autogram quotes of Brumley, "To him the Republfcan party of Miller County
owes 1ts supremacy today.® Though arce & palitical hers, Wi1112m Carrell Brumley rest eter=
nally besfide his wife, Sisley Wilson {granddaughter of John Wilson) im an unkept and ower-

grown grave beside Highway 17 amidst the farm buildings of Balph and Ruby Vaughn Hendley.

[17]
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Officially, thers was no town called Brumley wnti] June, 1877, but as can be seen
by the addressed correspondsnce there was a4 Brumley Post office prior to that date by
some years. It remains unkmown where the post office was Tocated but aimost certainly
wii not housed im & building to 1tself, probably sharing a cormer of Lessem®s General

Stare. The letter shown was written by Hezrekiash Robinett to his grandsom, Martin Sons.

Brumley's centralized Tocation
altowed access to the three
shipping centers of Tuscumbia
fn Wi1lér County, Limm Cresk in
Camden County, and Crocker in
Pulaskl County.

The introduction of rallway
gervice to Eldom and Bagnell to
the northwest and Crocker
to the southoast greatly
diminished Brumley's tnfluence
on the area trade market.
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watch and wait to see if that
gpark would burn, or die a-
vay. Would others see the
vigion?

On 6 February, 1878, Len-
ora Thompson purchased for
$20 "Lot 6 in Block 2" of the
town of Brumley.5 One month
later, on the 6th day of
March, 1878, wWilliam Penning-
ton bought Lots 3 and 4 in
Block 2 for $25. Plece by
piece the little village be-
gan to grow.

As Hawkins dream prospered
so did the town. The thriving
atmosphere attracted more and
more business. Two general
stores were established, two
vagon and blacksmith shops
were built, a physician had
already began practice while
stocking the latest drugs and
medicines, a mill was buiilt
to serve the agricultural
commerce, and a hotel to ac-
comodate visitors and weary
travellers. Homes and resi-
dences began to spring up.

As wonderful as it was, it
wag s8till incomplete. Some-
thing was missing. There
needed to be a nerve center,
a place vhere the people
could meet and conduct social
and political and religious
business. What Brumley needed
was a place for its people to
gather as a community. to al-
low ties and relationships to
strengthen, and is so doing;:

strengthen the community as
well. What Brumley needed was

a public building, one that
wvould be recognized as be-
longing to the people. What
Brumley needed was a tovn
hall.

Constructing a public

building presented some prob-
lems, certainly not the least
of these being the guestion
of financing. Brumley was not
an incorporated village and
had neither the power or au-
thority to collect and dis-
perse funds.® Donations would
be acceptable but would make
it difficult to arrange a
building schedule. And what
if dinterest in the project
waned before it was complet-
ed? A loan could be arranged
but the agent granting or
holding the note would surely
keep the property as security
until repayment. Those con-
ditions would hardly make it
a public building. at least
a8 long as there was a debt
against it. How could a pub-
l1ic building be raised with-
out the use of private funds
and still remain debt-free?
Hawkinse answer to that
question was guite ingenious.
On 29 May, 1B82 he estab-
lished, on paper, The Brumley
Hall Joint Stock Company.
This company had ne office,
no assets, no president, and
existed only in the driven

w—d

i This trancaction probably was not the Ffirst 1ot =ald in Brumley but, howewer,
This property today would include the rear portion of the

1Hest we could find and document.

ald Clark Martin Garage and the open yard betwoen that bullding and the ald bank,

wWas ERE £Ar-

Lot & of

Mock 2 15 Righlighted on page 11 for those interested in comparing LA?Y ta 1997.

65 Brumley never actudlly fncorpordted ontil

! The more research | did on  James Hartin Hasking,

1920,

the mare of on fmpression ke Ipft on me.

He must have been a very fintellectuwal man, possessing an extraordinary business mind. Many af
his endepavors seem not specifically directed at providing himself a profit but rather In sup-

port of the 1ittle town he hrpﬂght to 1ife.
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mind of James Martin Hawkins.
He drafted an Article of A-
greement for the company., es-
tablishing a capital stock of
$100 (an amount he was cer-
tain would cover construction
costs for the town hall). The
capital stock of The Brumley
Hall Joint Stock Company
would be divided into one-
hundred separate shares, each
selling for %$1. Whenever the
one-hundred shares were sold,
the company would then be re-
gponsibe "to build and Erect
in Brumley a house 18 feet
wide and Twenty Four feet

long and 10 feet High". To
assure success of the project
those subscribers who pre-

ferred could purchass their
£1 stock by furnishing mate-
rial andfor labor for the
building.

Under the direction of
Havkins the community build-
ing had become a community
project, truly "belonging” to
the people. From the capltal

raised during the initial
subscription drive the town
hall began to rise. These

funds apparently proved in-
sufficient to complete the
task and on 30 June, 1882 an-
other drive took place. This
drive was a8 successful as
the first; the unfinished
frame building now tangible
proof that The Brumley Hall
Joint Stock Company Wwas much
more than just an idea in
somecne's imagination. Enough
interest and curiosity had
now been generated that Hawk-
ins was obligated to actually
sell more than the 100 shares

of capital stock that had o-
riginally been declared. But
turning down an investor
would be more than just re-
fusing a financial wventure,
it would be rejecting someone
who wanted to contribute to
their community. Though the
project had begun under the
charade of business it was no
longer that. It was personal.
Not just for J. M. Hawkins.
but for an entire town.

Within a few short weeks
the structure was completed.
Brumley had a town hall. It
stood near the crown of the
hill, the highest point in
the 1little wvillage, easily
vigible to all the inhabit-
ants. The building was indeed
a symbol of and for the unity
of a people. From the very
beginning, even before con-
struction began, it had ac-
complished what the splirit of
all town halls are meant Gto
represent. The fusing togeth-
er of a community. Tt was
James Martin Hawkins crowning
achievement.

The new town hall saw use
immediately. Brumley Lodge
$203, A.F. & A.M. .0 organized
27 December, 1877, began
holding lodge meeting there.
In October, 1883, a young
minister conducted a series
of services at the town hall
from which a new congregation
vae organized, calling itself
The Church of Christ at Brum-
ley.? An 1.0.0.F.!7 frater-
nity was organized in 1884
and also began meeting there.
on 17 April, 1889, a charter
was granted from the Depart-

8 Anctent Free and Recepted Masons.

4 Krown today as the Oroaley Christian Church,

10 Indepandont Qeder af Odd Fellows.




JAMES MARTIN HAWKINS

Oniy twelve yeart before bringing to Vife @
eRAl] Eown In ceptedl Missourd, SEvERloen
year old Hawkins was pwaiting dizchargse

from the Uniom army when he posed for
this photograph in Jefferson Clity
in May or Juene, 1BES,
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Eariy use of the town hall wag principally
uttlired By the warious Todge organizations.
Brumiey had an astonishing nusher of

and palitical fraternities = an
indication of wigorous Invaivement
by the residents af this small rural
commAfity. An émact cownt of all the '||:||-jgr\_~!.
that once exiited in Brumley. may
nevar Be Fimalizeéd.
ERat hasn't Besn destroyed
or forgotten now ity Tor discovery
in the bottom of old bones
im attics = zuch as Ehe eyidence
pletured hore, unknowingly purchasad
at an estaze sale by Melwin and Brooksie
Morrow Soms of Jefferson D9ty

tncial
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ment of Missouri, 8.A.R.1l to for industry witnessed the

the newly formed Lieutenant quiet erosion of their popu-
William Hawkine Pomst $425 at lace ae a migration to the
Brumley. According to charter larger cities began. Member-
agreement this organization ship and involvement in the
of Civil War veterans met on local clubs, lodges:, frater-
the first Saturday of each nitiesn, and organizations
month at the town hall. By suffered. One by one the var-
1892, the John K. Hall camp ious chapters represented in
#134 Sons of Veteranse of the Brumley closed their charters
Onion Army of the civil WwWar until only the Mascnie Order
had organized and were using remained.l?
the town hall also.lZ There With the decline of the
are remnants of information lodges Brumley's town hall e-
suggesting other clubs and volved into something more
organizations may have used similar to today's commanity
the building also as the 19th buildings, seeing a broad as-
century wound down.!’ sortment of uses.'” Although
The new century began much never actually housing a city
the same as the old had ended government the building con-
but by the conclusion of the tinued to be the polling
second decade communities place for the Brumley voting
everyvhere began a subtle precinct. In 1924 the town
change. Men started leaving hall was the location for a
farmse and fields to find em- season of vocational training
ployment among area factories for the area blind. During
and businesses. Those areas the 1930's an evangelistic
that lacked the opportunity team from Jefferson City fre-

11 Brarmd Army of the Ropubllc.

12 By this time legal postestion of the town hall and 1t's grounds had passed to the varlous
lodge organizations.. The Freemasons were full one-half owners: while Ehe remainder wan dfvided
pdually betwesn the G.A.R. post and the Sons of Veterans camp. A% some point, possinily aftar
his death, the latier re-arganized, guite appropriately becoming J. M. Aawkins Camp F75 Sons
of Yeterans of the Unifon Arey of the Civil Mar.

13 A blographical sketch of James Hartin Wawhine, published in [BED, mentions memboprship bn a
cociety called Agricultural Wheel. The Mi1Ter Cowmty Agricultwral Wheel wor organized &n A-
pril; 1488 and apparently hecame & wery popular association. Within a year this society had
a nombership in eacess of |.BDD persons coanty-wideo, Bepken dowm inta 47 Tpcal *wheels®.

14 The Freemason Saciety recelved Full pwnership of the Baiiding  in 1954 fros Ehe Lons of
Yeterans Camp #25. Exactly whea the Sond of Vetorans lodge was organized has not yet heen as-
eeria’ined. bBUE serves 33 an esiample of the numerout unknown organizations that oned wused the
ald Brumley hall,

16 The @rumley town Rall was a tuo-story Sullding 2Tkkough Mr. HaWking' origimal documspt da-

serfbes & single lavel structure. [t remains unknown when a second story was added. although
this  authar suspects % was two storias from the very beginning. Throughaut recont memory
12 was only the lower level that became 3 commmnity Bullding. The dpper Tevel remsined a6 &

Matanic Lodge.
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[abova]l Lt. William Hawkins Post M25 G.A.R.
Theses sere the Tast suryiving Civill Har veterans of the frumliey &rea.
(1, *a r.} Elijah Dyer, unknown Lett, Jesse Witt, William Karr, James Hawkfns,
Maston Wornell. John DeVore, Samsel Brown.
(elow] Porson in center §a Mizs Mamrde Walters. high school tescher at @rumbey Schoal.
Laasing 1n the background 1% the Brumiey Hall,
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guented Brumley, '®
their Pentecostal revival
services at the town hall.
The year 1939 saw the largest
graduation class ever at
Brumley High School, thanks
to the tireless efforts of
Superintendent John K. Bear.
The trend of growth continued

holding

and that fall the enlarged
student population ocecupied
BVETY available classroom
space; forcing the district

to use the room designated
as a cafeteria for other pur-
poses. Arrangements wvere made
to continue Brumley's hot
lunch program for that school
year in the lower level of
the town hall, the students
walking -the short distance
separating the two buildings.

Undeniably the most favor-
ite, as well as most recalled
use of the town hall were the
Saturday night motion pic-
tures shown there. Once ex-
posed to the wonders of the
gilver screen the community
of Brumley provided guite a
market to travelling theatre
companies. This love affair
with Heollywood proved far
more than a fleeting fling
for Brumley, lasting the bet-
ter part of three decades.
Clare Buster Mace remembers
the pew-like seating of the
1920's as she sat entranced
by the flickering images on

the screen before her. The
movies were silent so the on-
ly sound was from the chat=
tering hand-cranked projector
¥hich she believes was owvned
or operated by the Dickson
family. The 1930's introduced
sound and launched the era of
the popular Western movies:, a
big hit with the Brumley
crowd. The difficult war
years of the early to mid=
40'g did little to discourage
attendance as people sought
to escape the constant pres-
ence of the terrible con-
flict. In 1948 Brumley had a
movie company of it's wvery
own when an enterprising
young man rented a 16mm pro-
jector and placed screens in
Brumley's town hall and the
schoolhouse at Ulman. Robert
Martin, while still a student
in high school, rented movies
from =a business In FEKaneas
City and occupied his wvaek-
ends popping and bagging pop-
corn and showing movies - ev-
ery Friday at Ulman and every
Saturday evening at Brumley.
The price for admittance was
15%¢ per child and 35¢ for a-
dults. A bag of popcorn to
enjoy while watching the mov-
ie cost a nickel. Robert op-
erated his 1little movie com-
pany for a year or so before
pursuing other interests.l?
on 21 December, 1972, a

16 Kate Ballenger Jeffries romombors well the Impressions Neft upon ker as & youth during

these Peptecostal meetings.

She recalls the evangelists as Rose and Mamde with Loretta, the

daughter of Rose. The services were guite Tively with pleanty of music, testimony, and imosse-
stoned pregching. "They could sure get with 1t!" Kate quotes in her own Inimitable way. Theoe

services wers w1l attended since Bruniey
belliafy.

had no congregation representing the Pentecostal

17 Robert had worked the previpus two years for travelling companies shewing motlon pictures
at Brumley, one guned by @ man from Jefferson Clty in Cole Cowmty and the pther By 4 man from

Sleeper in Laclede County.

[t was from the sxperience gaficed during these two years that

young fAohert attained the knowledqe and confidence to strike out on his oen.




Lions Club organization was
formed at Brumley. This com-
munity-oriented program con-
structed a nev and modern fa-
cility. All community activ-
ities began to be scheduled
in the new building. The old
town hall then was used ex-
clusively as a lodge building
for the still existing Mason-
ic Order.

The end of the
1979 also saw the
old lodge

in
the
at

year
end of
organizations
Brumley when Lodge #203 An-
cient Free and Accepted Ma=-
sons merged with Tberia Lodge
#410. Ownership of the build-
ing and grounds in Brumley
moved with the Masons and a
deed signed 7 January, 1982
made it legally s0..

The new owners had little
nesed for the property in
Brumley. The decision was
made to return ownership, in
essence, to the people of
Brumley by giving it to the
two churches 1in town. Al-
though both church properties
adjoined the old town hall
grounds the Baptist congre-
gation stood separated from
it by a state highway. The
Christian congregaton, suf-
fering from a limited parking
area,!'® would certainly prof-
it most from the property.
According to business meeting
records the Baptists voted to
relinguish thelir share of
ownership in exchange for the
lumber and, particularly, the
foundation stones beneath the
old building with plans to
construct a low decorative
wall along their section of
Locust Street. On 11 February
1982, the Brumley First
Christian Church received as

a gift from Iberia Lodge #410
possession of the historic
lodge building.

The year 1982 was a banner
anniversary year for the town
hall at Brumley. One hundred
years earlier a young ®man
with a dream sat down at a
desk and created a fictitious
company that would ultimately
unite an entire community.
The century anniversary of
that special occasion wasn't
celebrated with a mass meet-
ing or a community gathering.
There were no speakers to ad-
dress a crowd, no historian
to proclaim the significance
of the gaunt, old building
and the relationship it bore
with the 1little town draped
over a2 hillgide. Instead,
with 1little notice and no
fanfare, a wrecking crew was
assembled and the structure
put to the torch where it
stood. Once the pride of
Brumley, and now viewed only
as an abomination, Hawkins'
dream rose in a black smoke
and drifted away over the
Mill Creek wvalley. One hun-
dred years earlier construc-
tion of the town hall had
brought the Brumley community
together, but incidents oc=-
curring during destruction of
the aged building, as 1if to
gignify the very changes that
doomed it, became sources of
disharmony.

Although Hawkins did not
name his town after himself
he left provision that he

would always be remembered. A
very curious condition exists
in the property deed of the
old town hall that has been
inherited by the last four
OWNEers. (Brumley Christian,

18 Both cherch locations wére chaien
glven.,

Tang kefars
It's & 1ot easier to tie your old broomtal) up to @ tree than it 1s your Buick.
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Iberia Lodge #410, Brumley
Lodge #203, Sons of Veterans)
It states, in part, that the
owner of the property:

"shall annually furnish...and
place on the graves of all
persons who have served in
the armed forces of the Unit-
ed States, including any Vet-
erans of the confederate Ar-
m¥, a flag of the United
States... gald flags to be
placed at the Havkine Ceme-
tary. the Gott Cemetary., the
Mt. Union Cemetary and the
Rodden Cemetary..."

Failure or refusal to keep
and perform this condition
results in wveoliding the deed,
ownership of the hall and
grounds reverting back down
the line to the previous own-
ers until one 1is found who
will. He made certain he
vould not be forgotten.

Today, the dream of James
Martin Hawkins lives on. It
remains a small, rural com-
munity where folks warmly re-

turn a wave of the hand. A
place where a peErson cCcan
gtand in the center of towr

and still hear the lowing of
cattle, or look up at night
and relish counting the very
same stars you counted as a
child. It's a place vwhere
time moves slowly. Yet some-
thing is missing. A vacant
lot now exists where at one
time the culmination of an
entire community's hopes and
dreams were embodied in a
Bingle structure. The wind
now blowe across the empty
void there, gently bending
the blades of grass, finding
no evidence of the grand ac-

complishment so long ago of
The Brumley Hall Joint Stock

Company -

The Brumiey Hall in the last decade of its existence.
Considered as hit ergwn jewel, the grand strocture had a comeaniding wiew
aver the rest of Hawkinid' droam. The upper story was used For naarly

ane hundred years as 3 Masenic Lodge while the Tower Tevel saw o muliitude of uses,
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ON THE FOLLOWING THREE PAGES ARE PHOTOCOPIES OF THE ONLY EV-
IDENCE REMAINING OF THE "FICTITIOUS" COMPANY RESPOMSIBLE FOR
BRUMLEY S TOWN HALL. MOTICE THE REFERENCE TO THE WESTERN
DESPERADD "BILLY THE KID". WRITTEN IN THE LEFT M .RGIN OF THE
LAST PAGE CONTAININMG SUBSCRIBERS NAMES - A REMINDER OF OTHER
EVENTS TRANSPIRING ELSEWHERE. BELOW 15 A TRANSCRIPT OF THE
ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT AND THE LIST OF SUBRSCRIBERS.

Brumley Mo May 29th 1882
Article of Agreement of the E.mjay Hall Joint Stock Company

We the undersigned aubacaibers to The capital atock of the above nomed
Joint Stock € do agree and by theae presents and oun aignatunes
hereto Eﬂf:u:.l'iﬁ agree and Bind oun selves to pay to the Truatees of said
company the amounts severally aubacnibed when and whene called upon Jaid
payments to be made in caah on Labor on Material to the satisfaction of
anid Tauatecs when soid Tauatees aholl call fon the same and [t ia
further agreed that anid Tnuatees will give the aubacaibers of atock to
the above company the Prefenence in funniahing materinl and in Labos fon
said Company when they can be as well aeaved.

The capital atock a be one Aundned dollans and aa acon asa aaid
amount (4 Subscaibed the company ahell meet and £lect directona oa
Tanatees Thuee in Mumbens who ahall hold theix office until Theia
aurcessons ane Elected ond qualified. anid ahane to be divided in to
amounts of One dollan Each.” Said company agrees and the punpose of aaid
e {4 to build and Enect in Bruml a%:nu.ﬁ? eet wide and [went
foun feet Long and /0 #ufaﬂ.ﬁ’?/l to be ﬁr’.-ﬂt g{ Ruff Lumbea to Aave
one Joon and five windowa Be Exected in Box house atyle and when
?:mim’ to be faee fon Political Judicial and all Prodestant Religious

urposea-

R, A. Hanpen 9. N. Hichman G. W, Payne

F anper g, L. Mentin A. . Salaman
Aaa W. Weight James K. Kara g L. Connexr
g. M. Wiseman Hinam Robinett anied Robinetd
ﬂnm ., Weilliama John B. Saliman R. Robinett

. 9. Winda Samueld Gacham W, C. Howell
John R. Waaren fn. Cobuan o 1o Hant

.?_ Thonnabenny W, P. Reinhant idey Winfrey

. F. Sullivan B, 7. Nl

subscribers signed 30 June, 1882 -

B. L. Wiseman Geonge Martin W, 8. Waight

M. Catron l. feﬁn.d.izy Joaeph H.” Bradaha
ﬂ+ ﬂ- Eﬂ-ﬂy ﬂ.l ﬂ! ﬁ'ﬂ-’lﬂ' J"f.l'lﬂ!lw NE-I‘M.. Fﬂ.l
Martin Sona G. W. Adama A. D Wall

laaac Robinett A. 5. Ulmon Jofnathan Hawhina
John 5. Wilaon Tom Robinson Geo. W. Reed

A. 8. Vilson A. £. Mclomb

(28]
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ETH PEMBERTON
1 BOXx 273

AT,
IBERIA, MmO 65488
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BRUMLEY
1877

Original
towm
plat
as
filed
with
the
Hiller
County
Court
by
J. M. Hawkins,
Lot #6
n
Block 2
(highlighted)
Was
ang
of
the
firse
properties
sold.
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BRUMLEY. 1305

Expansion was northward and westward from the boundaries of
Hawking® original town. The Brumiey Hall Jaint Stock Company bullding
can be seen batwsen the two churches, identified above as
a Todge hall, The two-room schoo] stands atop the ki1l heyond Jake Creek.
The post offfce in 1905 was located in the Thompson Store,
today known 8% the frumley Mercantile.

Missour! State Highway 42 1s superimposed for an easier comparisaon ta 1992,
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PIONEER MEMORIES

the diary of
James Harvey Vernon

PART 3 - CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS ISSUE

The year 1861 Father wvas
drafted into the Federal Army
against his will, for he was
a southern sympathizer. I was
only eight years old when
they came to get Father but I
remember it well. They set
their guns down heside the
door and I wanted to get hold
of those guns, for T didn't
want them to take my father
away.

He joined Captain Green's
Army at Hickory Hill. About a
year later several of our
neighbors were killed by a
bunch of bushwhackers. The
bushvhackers were men that
didn't belong to either eside,
just outlaws.

Then I remember when Price
made his raid on Jefferson
City. Father had been home on

his way back to camp he met
Price's army and they took
him prisoner, took him ¢to
Boonville and paroled him and
he had to walk back. He would
hide in the daytime and trav-
el by night to get back home.

Dnce Father, with a lot of
other men, followed Shelby's
Army almost to Kanmas City,
trying to drive them away.!
They didn't have much to eat
and it was a hard trip. On
his way he saw some tomatoes
on a bench by the side of a
house, he jumped off his
horse and ran and got them,
then got back In line. It was
the first time Father had ev-
er tagsted a tomato. People
didn't used to know tomatoes
wvere b0 £#at. They were raised
like flovers and called love

a three-day furlough. His apples.

camp was on Graze Creek, Ffour Father was in the war a-
miles west of Jeff City. Oon bout two years. He alwvays
I Wilbern Vernon (spelling as por his own sigraturs)  entersd service with the Missourd 9%k

Regiment Provisional Enrolled MiTitia Infantry, assigned ta Company F.

His Federal military

file consists of a few pages of pension claims, givimg no clues to his actual military sery-
fee, making his son's diary of enormoud fmportance. & capsule history of this wnit shows it
waE Tnvolved 1n operabions against General Joseph Shelby 22 September through 26 October,

1B63 along with Ehe Towa 18th [nfantry.
Cavalry, the Missour! 23rd [Afantry,

the Arkantas 12t Cavaley, tha Miscourd [1eh and 120k
the Hissour!

ist, Sth, 6th, Tth, and Ath State Militia

Cavalry, and the 5th and Fth Provisional Enroliled Militia Tnfantry.
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carried his Bible with him
and often called a crowd of
men together to read and pray
aloud. Some would make fun of
him but he saw the great need

of prayer. Some of the men
ordinarily would have been
good but the bad influence

caused them to be rough.
once when five hundred of
General Price's men passed by
our house, my mother wvent out
and stood in the middle of
the road and the soldiers
rode by on each side of her.
She sald {f Father was in the
crowd she was going to see
him, but when they all passed
by she fainted and had to be
carried in. We children all
thought Mother was dead and
we ran oOut to an old wagon
box and were crying when Aunt
Nancy Morris came and told us
that she wasn't dead.
We were all so glad vhen
war was over and Father
It had been

the
was home to stay.
hard times and Mother Thad
worried so, for 1lots of our
friends were killed and lots
of them suffered in lots of
ways.

Mot long after the war was
over Father so0ld our farm to
John J. Farris and bought a
farm from Martin Haynes about
one and one-half miles north-
gast of Mt. Pleasant. 1 was
then about thirteen-years old
I did lots of work, helped to

clear new ground and diad
plowing and helped to ralse
the crops. Brother Billy
hired out a lot to help the
neighbors. He in that way
could help buy clothing and
shoes for himself and the
rest of us, too.

we had singings at our
schoolhouse and usually sang
a while after sunday school
was over and not only the
young folks but all the peo-

[36]

ple stayed for the singings.

pur books were oblong and o-
pened at the end. They had
songs with notes and almost

every family had one book. We
had programs sometimes with
singing songs and dialogues
and readings.

we had no real neighbors
and people didn't visit much
except on Saturdays and Sun-
days, then a family would
drive for several miles to
spend Saturday night and Sun-
day with us.

It was always a delight to
us children when Father and
Mother would take us to visit
some of our friends or rela-
tives. It was quite a drive
to Grandpa Henderson's house.
They lived on the Little Sa-
1ine Creek. They homesteaded
the farm known as the John
Farmer place now.

I only remember
Grandmother Henderson one
time. I remember her petting
me and she gave me SOome sSweet
cakes. People call them cook-
ies now, but then they were
sveetcakes and made with sor-
ghum molasses.

Grandfather and Grandmoth-
er Henderson had an apple or-
chard on their farm that they
had planted. Grandmother had

seeing my

brought the apple seeds, tied
up in her handkerchief, from
Tennessee (after more than
one hundred years some are

stiil 1living).

After we moved to the farm
Father bought from Haynes I
had my first real scare. I
had been to the neighbor's
house to a prayer meeting and
had to go home alone after
night and through the timber.
I was a 1ittle afraid because
there had been talk in the
neighborhood that there was a
lynx or some such animal in
the woods. Some pigs had been
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VILBERN YERNON

Tee aldest fon of ona of the pionesr Famlliles

to northern
Hiillpr County, Durimg the Civil War, Wilhern, approaching
farty years of age, was taken from his homs and

forced to serve with the lnfon Rrmy. Glven

his choice, Wilhern would hEve gidsd with

the southern cause. Though Caksn

against his =110 Willhers never ditemptead o
dosert his positlon amt served his fuell term of
srlistment, which speaks highly of the character of thia man.

[38]
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carried awvay out of a pen and
other indications that there
was a dangerous animal near.
50 I was maklng just as 1it=
tle noise as I possibly could
when I stumbled my toe and
fell down. Then there was
8uch a scrambling noise in a
tree beside the path that 1T
thought sure a lynx was com-
ing right dowvn on me 8o T
really did run for home. The

next #.m.
there expecting
terrible tracks and 1

that T had stumbled over

grapevine that ran across the
path and up into the tree and
the vine on the
the dead

when I hit
ground it shook
leaves on the
that was what
such a scare.

all

tree and

1882 porecalit of

. EQ F. spated:

ernon Fami iy

Wilbern ¥

James Harwey (suthor of this diary),

William Jorewiah (0i11y). Frank Berland, Wilbern,
Sarah Susan, Jobm Allen

. ftanding

George Mazhingtom, Isasc Thomas,

Adaline, Ellzabeth, Mary Flfiza

next

issue:

famed outlaw, Jesse James,
visits Miller County
in the diary of James Harvey Vernon

[39]

I slipped back over
ko sEee some
found
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On the farm each change of
season  brought with 1t a
change of routipne. Summer's
chores of haying and harvest-
ing twurned to auvtumn's choras
of cutting wood and hauling
it in, which beocame winter's
chores of feeding livestock
and keeping water holes cut
open in the pond with an axe.
Oh, there were more chores to
be done tham those listed, to
be sure, but those were the
main “"seasonal® jobs. There
was fence to be mended, fence
rows to be cleared, garden to
be tended, lawn Lo mow, eggs
to gather from the henhouse,
a cow to milk - the list was
endless. And of course,; when
Dad thought we were caught up
and needed something to do he
had his "ace-in-the-hole",
that one job wo could never,
never complete, not aven in a
lifetime. The perpetual chore
af cutting sprouts.

Dad'a definition of the
term "sprouts® was a very
broad one. It soeemed to apply
to any vegetation between the
heights of two to fifteen
feat. For the most part we
could easily identify the un-
desirable fauna that we wWere
to extricate, such as horse-
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wveed, cedar.
buckbrush. Hut the
sprouts gave us some problems

poke, dock. and
larger

for, you see, a
does not necessarily look
like the maturer version of
the same tree. The leaves may
be smaller and not guite as
developed, or the bark may
not have the same texture. 5o
how do you determine the dif-
ference between a sprout and
a trea? I'm sure you can sym-
pathize with the enormity of
the decision to be made. I
mean, an actual 1ife wag at
stake here.

Our first method of dis-
tinguishing sprouts was guite
gimple - we cut down every-
thing that looked out of
place. If it didn't look like
it belonged there, we'd whack
it down. This "does it belong
hare® syvstem worked fFine un-
il we discovered that one of
Mom's plum trees had bhecoms
an inadvertent fatality. Wes
knew Mom had a wvery under-
gstanding nature, so0 we did
what any responsible.; COfl=
gscientious sons would do. s
tried to cover it up. Hut we
had a problem. We knew we
could hide the fallen tree so
Mom wouldn't find it, but we

young tree



couldn't figure out what to
do with the darn stump. € -
sat there, defying all our
attempts at uprooting it;
mocking our puny efforts to
pluck it from the ground.
This was going to take some
ma jor excavating, but we did
not dare risk getting caught
at it. Getting caught after
the fact was one thing. GCet-
ting caught red-handed was
guite a different matter. We
decided to trust to blind
luck and plead ignorance if
worse came to worst. After
all, we weren't botanists, we
were just kids. How were we
supposed to know those little
green things were plums in-
stead of persimmons. So Dave
and I hastily placed the re-
maing at the bottom of a
brushpile and set off for the
farthest corner of the farm
to finish the day - and to
devise a better method of
identifying sprouts.

The system we finally came
Lo use was by no means flaw-

less, but it did seem to have
2 high success rate. 1 would
send Dave scurrying up the

treg in guestion as far as he
could go. If the tree bent at
a forty-five degree angle or
more, then that tree was
promptly proclaimed a sprout
and TI'd have at it with my
axe; usually with Dave still
in it, hootin' and hollerin’
for me to wait until he came
down. 1 seldom did, figuring
that he'd be down soon enough
ag it wasg.

Though we often claimed
Dad was out planting these
eprouts at night while we
were sleeping, things went
smoothly from that point on,
until Dave made his debut as
the "hacker", thus leaving me
with the job as "tree bal-
last". I climbed the Eree,
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declared it a sprout and pre-
pared to quickly descend. But
Dave was expecting such a
move on my part and was ready
for it. Giggling from the an-
ticipated vision of seeing me
crash to earth with my perch,
Dave took a mighty swing. He
connected solidly; shaking
the tree, rattling his teeth.
and breaking the axe-handle!
He was in Buch a hurry to see
me get my just rewards that
he had missed striking the
tres with the axe-head,
catching the trunk with the
handle instead. Well, there
was no way to hide this - but
we did make a valiant attempt
to do so. We stuck it back
together and carefully placed
it in the shed among all the
other tools. It appeared
guite normal the casual
passer-by. you could
hardly see the jagged break
at all. But, just to be sure,
we went ahead and put it way
in back, behind everything
else.

For the next few days we
crossed our Fingers and held
our breath sach time Dad went
inte the shed, and silently
thanked the Good Lord when he
came back out with a shovel
or a post-mall. It was amaz-
ing how that old broken axe-
handle stirred our religious
fervor,; although Dad was con=-
nected there somehow, too. 1
noticed that the closer Dad
and the axe-handle came to-
gether, the more Dave and 1
prayed. Mom was overjoyed at
our sudden interest and re-
newed enthusiasm about Sunday
School attendance. Even
Wednesday night prayer meet-
ing became tolerable although
Pastor Millis could say some
of the longest prayers I'd
ever heard in my 1life. And
the phrase "hidden transgres-

to
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sions” simply made me cringe.
I could tell it had an effect
on Dave, too. His eyes would
get real big and he'd scoot
down a bit in his pew. After-
vards, we'd talk about how
Brother Millis knew of the
broken axe-handle, each of us
accusing the other of splll-
ing the beans.

As the days went by the
sense of dread became less
and 1less, until the deed was

all but forgotten. Then came
the fateful day Dad emerged
from the shed with a splin-
tered axe-handle in one hand
and an axe-head in the other.
When asked to explain, T was
quick to point out the fact
that Dave had done it, while
Dave, just as guickly, in-
gisted that I had made him do
it. For our trouble we were
sent to cut sprouts but
with the old axe used to cut
holes in ice on the frozen
pond. This was a cantankerous
instrument with a bowed han-
dile and a blunt. rusty head
that had a tendency for slip-
ping off. We spent more time
fetching. retrieving., and
beating the head back on than
actual cutting on sprouts.
Just as well, I suppose, be-
causs we could have done more
damage with a hammer than
with that old ice axe. But we
did learn a lesson on respon-
sibility. There was also a
point stressed about "fessin'
up®, buot that one just didn't
geem to sink in. Dave didn't
catch on to it: either.

dur sprout cutting was
greatly simplified one day by
a machine that Dad found. It
locked like a cross between a
wheelchair, a lawn mower, and
8 miniature sawmill. It had
a motor which turned a belt
which turned a saw blade. I
don't rightly know what the
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thing's scientific name was.
We just called it a brush-
cutter. I had never seen one
before and I*ve never seen
one since. We probably had
the only one in existence
(which was nothing new, we
could never seem to get parts

for anything that we had).
The thing was great for
Eprouts and could send up a
very Iimpressive shower of
eparks wvhen you hit a rock
with the blade. Dave always

soemed to be able to create a
rather spectacular fireworks
display with the brushcutter.
{We could have saved Dad a
bundle on the 4th of July,
but we never told him that.)
Dave also had a tendency for
getting the blade hopelessly
tangled in barbed wire.
Although the machine was
beneficial and a great aid in
the war against sEprouts,
progress does have a price to
be paid. Before, all we had
to do was carry an axe in our
search for wvictims. Now we
had to push, heave, and toil
with this clumsy machine over

the hills and through the
hollers. And vhen we used the
axe Mom never really knew

vhere we were. We could sneak
down to the creek and go wad-
ing or cateh crawdads and Mom
would still think we wore out
cutting sprouts, but this
bothersome machine gave away
our position and intentions.
All she had to do was listen
for the putt-putt of the mo-
tor and she could tell where
we were and what we were do-
i ng. Believe me, it didn't
work to just leave the brush-
cutter running while we slip-
ped down to the creek. Moth-
eras are a Jlot smarter than
they look. Yes., progress has
it's price.




family tales, stories, and legends

of Miller County

An 111 wind was blowing across the nation. Men everywhere
were gathered to arms. Swords were being honed. Rifles and
guns and pistols were being olled and cleaned, readied for use.
Blood had already been spilled, murders already committed,
homes burned, property stolen. Lawlessness reigned as if a mad-
ness nov consumed the world. Hatred and loathing had fallen up-
on humanity and a horrible darkness was descending. It was an
111 wind, this wind of 1861, and its breezes were especially
harsh in a corner of the world known as Miller County.

Susan Winfrey hastened to complete her chores, a Wary eye on
the setting sun. Soon it would be dusk and she knew the dangers
that came with the darkness. Fear welled up from her bosom only
to catch in her throat. She fumbled with the latch to the hen-
house, looking about in dismay, nearly expecting to see hooded
men lurking in the shadows around her. For the hundredth night
in succession she wished her husband, Greenberry. wasz home in-
stead of serving with Colonel Emly Golden at Camp Union.

Chores done, the young mother hurried to the nearby house.
Collecting her children, and the bundle by the door, the little
family left the shelter of their home and walked through the
orchard and intoc the fields. The first stars were beginning to
appear overhead when they found the small herd of cattle they
owned, already settled for the evening. Speaking softly., Susan
and the children walked among them. Stopping in their midst,
she spread the blankets she carried and put her children ¢to
bed, there in the field, there among the cattle, just as she
had done every night since mid-summer.

Soon the children were asleep. Susan remained awake much
longer, her heart nearly stopping at every sound, praying con-
stantly they couldn't be seen among the cows. Susan passed the
night in quiet terror, more alone than she had ever felt, the
children much too young to understand.

That night there wasn't any dreaded hoofbeats on the road,
no sound of armed men riding in the darkness. But tomorrow
night could be different - and tomorrow night would find them
again hiding among the cattle.

During the Civil MWar the area enconprssing southern Mi11ar County, morthern Camden County, and
northern Pulaskl County was plagued by Aumerous acts of terrorism. The worst, and most feared,
were thoze called "might riders®™, roving marauders who Tooted, pillaged, and ki11ed wnder the
cover and anonymity of darkmess. Each day was a titanic strugile of survivel for the innocent
and every family suffered miserably. susan's price was the Toss of one of thote children the
hld among the cattle, & fifteen=month old dawghter named Meey during Saptesber, 1867, This
particular story wan passed from Susan to her daughter, Mary Winfrey Plemmons, and from Mary to
Aer gwn children and grandehd Tdren.

jubmitted byt Jeanstte Plesmons Hickman, P. 0. Box 176, frumley, MO E5017
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