The Murder of John Heimann

In July of 1961 two escaped prisoners murdered John Heimann of St.

Elizabeth. John was a cousin of my mother, Emma Rehagen Weidinger. The

following five clippings from the Jefferson City News Tribune cover the

event in rather complete detail.

14 July 1961

Algoa Escapees

Taken in Morgan

St. Elizabeth Man
Reportedly Beaten

Two Algoa Inlermediate Reform-
atory escapees were captured to-
day in Morgan County.

Donald Ray Blood, 20 and Rich-
ard Beeman escaped before dawn
Thursday and by zig-zagging
across the Osage River and tak-
ing advantage of rain showers,
managed to eiude police and blood-
hounds all day.

The hunt was discontinued!
Thursday night when rain wiped
out the men’s tracks, It was re-
sumed this morning when a 76-
yvear-old St Elizabeth maag, John
Heimann, reporied to the Highway
Patrol he had been slugged and
robbed of money, two guns aad his
car,

Moments laler Morgan County
officers spotted the two near Bar-
nett and captured Blood.

Beeman fled in another stolen
car but Iater was captured by aj
trooper on Rt. St after a chase inj
which speeds reached 100 miles
an hour.

Officials said “‘four or five" boats
stolen by thc two in their escape
have been recovered.

Both Blood and Beeman denied
bitling Heimann. who is listed in
critical condition in a Tuscembial
clinic.

10 Aug 1961

‘Accused Murderers

Waive Preliminary

Two Bound Over
In Miller County |

TUSCUMBIA (Special) — Donald|
Rayv Blood and Richard Beeman,
accused of first~degree murder in
the death of 2 T6-year-old;
Tiizabeth man, today waived pre-|
liminary hearing in Miller Couniy
Magistrate Court.

The two Algoa Iniermediate Re-
formatory escapees were bound
over to Circuit Court without bond
provision,

Two Miller County sheriif's of-
ficials and two Highway Patrol!
Troopers escoried the pair iromu
Cole County Jail to Tuscumbia for:
arraignment today in the couri-!
room of Magisirate Jack Stanfon.i

John Heimann., St. Elizabeth,:
died Tuesday in Humphreys Hos-|
pital in Tuscumbia where he had;
been virtually paralyzed since Juiy
14, the date of the alleged beating!
he suffered while Blood and Bee-;
man robbed himn of guns and his|
automobile. I

Stanton said Biood and Beeman's;
waiver came as somelhing of a:
“surprise’” to Miller County of-|
ficials.

Both men demanded preliminary
hearings on armed robbery charg-
es which were held concurrently|
about 10 days after the incident;
at the Heimann home about a half-
mile north of St. Elizabeth,

Beaten

At this hearing. the dead man’s
‘brother. Martin Heimann, and his
|sister-in-law. Mrs., TFrank Hei-
\manm, iestified that the two es-|
{capees inflicled a beating on John
Heimann and then brought him!
inside the house and tied him to a}
chair. Both witnesses said they
also were bound while the pair ﬂed |
Stanion said.

Neither Blood nor Beeman testx-
fied at the hearing, Stanton said,
bui both ¢ross-examined the prose- -
cution’s witnesses.

They remained mute at today’s:
hearing, Stanton said. i

Stanton ordered the two men
bound over to the court of Circuit]
Judge Claude E. Curtis for trial
|during the September term. ;




Teenager Jailed
On Double Charge

12 Years Possible
If Jury Convicts

Ap 18-year-old Jefferson City boy|
is facing a possible prison sentence
of 12 years if convicted of charges
'of atiempting to aid the escape of|
,tw° murder suspects from Cole|
iCounty Jail and carrying a conceal—‘
‘ed weapon.

Transcripts of criminal proceed-
ings egainst John Lewis Bias, 1408r|
E, Miller Si,, were filed in Crrcult
Court today after a preliminary!
hearing Thursday in Magistrate|
Court.

Bias, accused of passing hacksaw
blades into the jail cell occupied by
Richard Beeman, 23, and Donald
Bloed, 21, and calrylng a huating
knife s-.rapped to a boot, is being,
held in the jail in Heu of $3,000 bond |
lon each charge.
¢ Police officers Lt, Walter Dickson
{and Capt. Freeman Farmer iesti-
{ied during the hearing Thursday

1 TUSCUMBIA (Special) ~ Cireuit
|Judge Claude " E. Curtis ‘today
iseritenced  two  Algoa escapees
ieharged with - first-Cegree mutder
1to. hiumpnsonment.d-_.-. o

J[assault ‘slaying of a 76-year-old:St.
' ?‘Hzabeth man, John Helma.nn Jlast
{duly.

113" and beat Heiman at his home
| the following day when they robbed
flnmofhxscarandtwoguns

':sult of ilie ‘bedting, ‘according to
AMiller County pro secuting atiorney

hefore Magistrate Foster S. Wheat-|
,lv they discovered the knife while]
questlomng the boy about his par:
lin the attemptied jailbreak.

Deputy Sheriff Fred Miles, who
apprehended Bjas at the jail after
Bias inserfed the blades through zn
exlerior window. and Donald V.
Cline, juvenile officer who had the
vouth under sipervision, testified at
the hearing,

A signed statement by Bias Wed-
nesday indicated the youth agreed
'to pass the blades to Blood and
‘Beeman for $50.

Blood and Beeman are awaiting
Arial for the first«egree murder:
jof John Heimann, 76, of S$t. Eliza-
'beth, in Miller Count\'

Miller County authorities arranged|
{o have the iwo men, escapeesi
from Algoa Intermediate Reforma-
Hory, held in Cole County Jail for
securitv reasons.

Blogd and Bseman escaped from
Algoa July 13 and allegedly assault-
ed Heimann the following day dur-~
ing the theft of Heimann's car and
two guns.

Heimann died in a Tuscumbia
Hospilal Aug. 8.

|prove Heimann was struck on the

13 Dec 1961
ife Sentences

For Two Slayers

Guilty Plea Entered
- By Algoa Escapees .

*: Donald R: Blood, 20, and Richard
Beeman, 22, pleaded guilty of ‘the

Blood and Beeman escaped from
the intermediate reformatory July

Heimahn. was parslyzed as a re-

Norman'J. ‘Williarns, and died in a
‘I‘uscumbxa hosmtal Aug &L 5

. ‘Blood and Beeman- surprised Mil-
ler County officials Aug. 10 when
they waived  preliminary hearing
on the first-degree murder charges.
Earlier, the . pair had been. ar-
raigned in Magistrate Court ‘on
burglarly -and robbery charges. at

sxsted on a prehminary hearmg.

. Two Testify -
Two mtnesses testified in fhat
heaung Heimann’s brother, Mari-

the home when Blood and Beeman
came, - -

Heimann in ‘and bound Ium baore
they fled. - .

- Williams said he mtended to
back of the head or neck with one

were on the back porch.

- Blood and Beemman admitted to
a News-Tribute réporter Aug, 8
that Heimann wag struck, but they
would mof reveal who actually
made tke assault.

When news of Heimann's death
reached Jefferson Cify, the news-

ferred for security reasons.

the -Heimann -home, and had ‘in-|

in Heimann, and his sister-in-law,|
Mrs. Frank Heimann, who were at|

'I'hey tesh.ﬁed they were bound'.
inside the house .and that Blood|
and Beeman  later brought John|

of the guns when the three men|

man mtemewed Blood and Bee-|,
man in their cell in Cole County {
Jail where they had been trans-|,

1




14 Dec 1961

Slayers Begin , ;
Life Senfences

Algoa escapees Donald Ray
Blood, 20, and Richard Beeman,
22, who last summer won-twa days
of freedom, Weédnesday were con-
fined in the Missouri State Peni-
tentiary for life terms. ‘
-'Blood and Beeman pleaded guil-
ty of the first<degree’ assault slay-
ing of John Heimann, 76, St. Eliz-
abeth, during a. hectic attempt to
escape last July -and were sent-
enced Wednesday to life-imprison-
ment by Circuit Judge Claude E.
Curtis, - o S

According io- the case prepared
by Miller County prosecuting at-
torney Norman J. Williams, Blood
and Beeman struck Heimann on
the back of the head or neck with
a gun. Heimann died in a Tuscum-
bia hospital Aug. 8. L

-Both had been serving four-year
terms at Algoa for burglary and
stealing. &




